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hiere in lower valuations and want every-
thing to remain static. They desire to pre-
vent Mr. Wells from working on the road
board any more. We should not counten-
ance anything like this. It is wrong and
absolutely evil for a man to be assisted to
punish another man in this way.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: He -had no oppor-
tunity to defend bimnself before the Minister,

Hon. E. HI. GRAY:- No. A motion was

moved bat not seconded and that was the
end f it; but behind thie man's back, every
member except one signed a petition to the
Minister, asking for Mir. Wells to he
removed.

Hon. W. R. Hall: It is a peculiar board,
is it n1ot?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes. About 70 rate-
payers in this ward quickly forwarded a
protest to the Minister, but they have re-
ceived no reply up to date. The position
is; very unsatisfactory. 'Mr, Wells himself
admits that he made a mistake; but he
maintiuns-and his contention is supported
by a large number of people in and outside
the district-that he has been punished
very unjustly and should he allowed to con-
tinue his -work, and that a proper investi-
gation should be made to see that the road
board carries out its duties properly.

My opinion of members of local authori-
ties of this character is that they stand for
election with the object of keeping valua-
tions, and therefore rates, as low as possible.
Under such conditions progress is im-
possible. They are a disgrace to the corn-
muuniity and should not be tolerated. When
such happenings occur, Section 122 should
be evoked, the whole board suspended, and
a new election held. An examination of
the files will show the stand I took in the
dispute about the rates. I stood by the pre-
vious board. The facts on the file should be
snuicieent reason for the Minister in charge
to suspend all the members and have a new
election. A man who has given 10 years'
honorary service, as 'Mr. Wells has done,
should not be treated like this,, and I Run
very sorry that the Minister made such a
mistake and that I have been compelled at
the request of large numbers of ratepayers
in the Fremantle road district, to move this
motion.

On motion by the Honorary Minister for
Agric-ulture, debate adjourned.

BILLS (10)-nERST READING.
1) Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act

Amendment.
2, Gold Buyers Act Amendment.

3, rnterpretation Act Amendment.
4, Fisheries Act Amendment (Continu-

ance).
Introduced by the Honorary Minister

for Agriculture (for the Chief Sec-
retary).

5, Factories and Shops Act Amendment.

0, Licensing Act Amendment.
7, Marriage Act Amendment.

8, Registration of Births, Deaths and
Marriages Act Amendment,

0, Land Alienation Restriction Act
Amendment (Continuance).

10, Feeding Stuffs Act Amendment.
:ntrodued by the Honorary Minister

for Agriculture.

House adjourned at 6.5 p.m.

3Eeiiatin zetbu
Wednesday, 8th September, 1048.
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PRIVMEGE-flfAooUuAIn IN
NEWSPAPER REPORTS.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) (4.34]: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to draw your atten-
tion to the inaccuracies which occurred in
"The West Australian" newspaper con-
cerning the proceedings which took Place in
this Parliament Inst week. I refer to the
issue dated the 1st September, and the re-
port that appeared therein, in which the
remarks of the member for Bunbury have
been attributed to the member for Bev-
erley.

1 also wish to draw your attention to
the issue of "The West Australian" dated
the 2nd September in which it is reported
that certain questions in connection with
the postponement of the increase of railway
fares and freights are attributed to the
member for East Perth, whereas they were
asked by myself as one of the represent-
atives for the Eastern Goldields. I do not
know where these mistakes are wade,
whether they are made by the reporters in
this Chamber, or whether they are made
at the newspaper office in the setting up of
the type. What I am concerned about is
that whilst mistakes can take place even
in the best regulated firms and families, no
attempt at correction was made. That is
the point I particularly 'wish to raise.
Although great harm may be done to a9
member in his district by an inaccurate
report of that kind, "The West Australian"
did not deem it fit to make any correction
at all.

II understand that there is an arrange-
ment between "The West Australian" and
"The Kalgoorlie Miner" and other country
papers, whereby the country papers are
permitted to lift certain news from "The
WVest Australian," or it is transmnitted to
them by telephone. The report of which I
spoke appeared in "The Kalgoorlie Miner"
and stated that the member for East Perth
hadl asked a question about the postpone-
ment of the increase of railway fares and
freights. I do not know whether the mem-
ber for Bunbury like myself has had any
repercussions from these incorrect state-
ments. I have received a letter from Kal-
goorlie expressing surprise that it was
necessary for Goldfields members to have
the member for East Perth ask this par-
tic-tler question on a matter which is so
vital to the Goldfields. I know that news-

paper reporters have a discretion as to
what will be reported as far as the pro-
ceedings of this House arc concerned, rnd
I have no dispute with that, but I think
that the very small portion of the pro-
ceedings which they do report should be
accurate.

I have no intention of moving any
motion as far as contempt is concerned but
I bring the matter under your notice, Mr.
Speaker, in the hope that you will have a
quiet talk with the reporters to see that
there is no repetition of the inaccurate
reports that occurred during last week. I
again draw your attention, Sir, and the
attention of other members, to the fact
that great harm may be done to the pres-
tige or reputation of a member in his
cvnstitueney where a question such as I
asked is inaccurately reported. In my
case it was stated that the question of the
postponement of an increase in railway
fares and freights had been brought f or-
ward by a member for a metropolitan
constituency whereas it should have been
brought forward by one of the Goldfield
representatives.

Mr. SPEAKER.- If no other member
desires to speak, we will pass on to the
ne~xt business.

HEALTH.

As to increasing Allowance to, !LH
Subjects.

Mr. NEE DHAM asked the P-remier:

(1) Did he, in accordance with his pro-
mise in answer to my questions, on the 18th
of August, bring before the recent Premiers'
Conference the question of a substantial in-
crease of the allowance to workers who were
undergoing treatment for tuberculosis?

(2) If so, with what result?

The PREMIER reulied:
(1) and (2) The Premiers' Conference

adopted a Commonwealth -State tuberculosis
plan 'which provides for the establishment of
an advisory council on tuberculosis. One of
the functions of the council will be to advise
the Minister on measures to he adopted to
prevent and control tuberculosis, and I am
arranging for our represent ative to bring
this matter before the council with a view to
a recommendation being made to the Com-
nion wealth Government.

908
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TELEPHONE CABLE.

As to Shortage of Supplies.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Honorary Miii-
istor for Supply and Shipping:

(1) Is she aware that there is an acute
shortage of telephone cable in this State?

(2) Does she know, further, that a major
factor in connection with this position is
that ships are not bringing forward sup-
plies of cables from the Eastern States?

(3) Is she aware that people, as a con-
sequence, are being denied telephones to
their premises I

(4) 'What steps does she intend to take
to overcome the present situationl

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) This is a Commonwealth matter.

(2) I am advised, through the courtesy
of the Commonwealth department concerned,
that on occasions certain sizes of cables may
be for a limited time in short supply, but
this is due to shortage of labour and indus-
trial unrest in the East rather than to ship-
ping. Further, I am informed that short-
ages in telephone facilities are due to the
inahility of the department concerned to
procure certain equipment from Britain and
America.

(3) Answered by (1) and (2).

(4) Answered by (1) and (2).

BUNBURY HARBOUR.

As to Expenditure and Imaprov~ements.

Mr. MURRAY asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) In view of his answer to question on
27th August, 1947, "That £80,000 was on
draft estimates for work on Bunbury Har-
bour during the financial year," will he
inform the House how much was actually
expended-

(a) on equipment;
(b) on actual work?
(2) In view of statement by the Deputy

Premier, Thursday, 3rd September, 1948,
"That £80,000 was on draft estimate for
this financial year," will he inform the
House-

(a) how much of this sum does he anti-
cipate spending this financial
year;

(b) will construction of cut-above Turkey
Point be undertaken this financial
year;

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) £22,370.

(b) £C13,003.
(2) (a) Dependent on availability of

labour and materials. At
present, expenditure is at the
rate of £60,000 per annum.

(b) Possibly towards the end of the
financial year, hut also
dependent on labour and
materials.

HOUSING.
As to Home Sites, Kenwick-Maddington

District.
Mr. WILD asked the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Has any land been purchased or
resumed in the Renwick-Maddington dis-
trict for building purposes by the Housing
Commission I

(2) If "No" is the answer to question
No. (1), and in view of the ever-increasing
difficulty in obtaining suitable building
sites, will an inspection be made by the
Housing Commission in the Kenwick-
Maddington district of several large tracts
of land, with a view to acquisition?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Officers of the Commission have

already inspected large tracts of land in
the Kenwick-Maddington area and a report
has been prepared. Further enquiries are
now being made as to available services to
particular areas.

CANNING 'PARK RACECOURSE.
,18 to P'rch use by Government.

Air. WILD asked the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:

(1) Has the racecourse at Maddington.
been purchased by the Governmentl

(2 If "Yes'' is the answer to question
No. (1), for what purpose is it to be used T

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Negotiations have been conducted

with the proprietors for the purchase of
the Canning Park Racecourse at Madding-
ton, under the provisions of Section 11 of
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the Industrial Development (Resumption
of Land) Act, 1945. No finality has yet
been reached.

(2) It is proposed that the land will be
made available to persons engaged in or
about to engage in industries in the in-
terests of the industrial development of
the State.

Hion. A. R. G. Hawke: All racecourses
should be purchased for the same purpose.

GJOLDFIELDS WATER SCHEME.

As to Levels, P'ipeline, etc.

Mrf. GRAYIDEN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What is the height of the top water
level of the Goldields Water Supply
Scheme reservoir at Baker 's Hill?

(2) What is the height of the top water
level of the reservoir at Cunderdin?

(3) What is the height of the top water
level of the reservoir at Merredin?

(4) Are there any features between
Baker's Hill and Merrcdin, over which the
Goldifelds Water Supply pipe line runs
which are of equal or greater height than
a direct line between these two pointsI

(5) If so, will he nanie the features and
give the respective heights 7

(6) Dloes the Public Works Department
agree with the principle that water finds
its own level?

(7) If the answer to No. (4) is ''No,''
will he explain why water will not gravi-
tate from Baker's Hill to Merredin3

(8) Will he explain why water has been
allowed to gravitate to Cunderdin and not
to Mferredin over all these years i

(9) Will he explain why a pumping sta-
tion has been placed at Cunderdin?

(10) If the pressure in the pipes is ad-
vaneed as a reason for the latter, will he
give the maximum pressure in the pipes
from Raker's Hill to Mierredin, and from
Mundaring Weir to Baker's Hilli

(11) Will he give the pressures that the
pipes in both sections were subjected to
prior to installation?

The

(1)
- (2)

MINISTER replied:
1,080 feet above L.W.M. Fremantle.
802 feet.

(3) 995 feet (receiving tank at No. 4
Pumping Station).

(4) Yes.

(5) Hill about five miles west of Keller.
berrin, on which a summit tank is situated
with a top water level of 1,088 feet, which
is approximately 64 feet above the direct
line referred to in (4).

(0) Yes, under strictly static conditions.
It is important to understand that the rate
of flow in a pipe is governed by the head
available to overcome the friction of the
water on the pipe.

(7) Answered by (4).

(8) Because the flow to No. 4 Pumping
Station wvould be restricted to a quantity
totally inadequate for even winter require-
ments.

(9) and.(10) Answered by (8).

(11) Hydraulic test pressure of 400 lb.
per square inch.

NEW CAUSEWAY.

As to Construction, Cost, etc.

Mr. OBAYDEN asked the Minister for
W~orks:

(1) What is the approximate date it is
anticipated that the new Causeway will he
completed 9

(2) Is it the intention to construct the
new Causeway by day labourI

(3) What is the total anticipated cost?
(4) If the answer to (2) is ''Yes,''

would a substantial saving in both time
and mneiy be effected were the work to
be completed by contract I

(5) If so, will he consider having this
work completed by contract 7

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Towards the latter part of 1950-

19.51 financial year.
(2) Yes.
(3) Estimated cost, including reclama-

tion £566,600 (Estimate framed in Decem-
ber, 1946).

(4) No. In a work of this nature, keen
competition could not be expected from
possible tenderers under existing conditions
of skilled manpower and material short-
ages.

(5) Answered by reply to previous ques-
tion.
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COLLIE COAL.

As to Ship Bucnkering and Railway
Shortage.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:

Is it a fact that 1,500 tons of Collie
coal were supplied for ships bunkering dur-
ing the week ended the 21st August, with
the result that the Railway Department
was so short of coal that a number of sub-
urban passenger and goods trains had to
be caneelledl

The MINISTER replied:
No. One hundred and eighty (180) tons

of Collie coal were supplied on the 16th
August at the direction of the W.A. Coal
Committee for bunkering of a food ship,
but none has been supplied since. Rail-
way services were not cut in the week
ended the 21st August, but there were
some train cancellations towards the end
of the following week.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Rocloreda, leave of

absence for four weeks granted to Hon. P.
Collier (Boulder) on the ground of ill-
health.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1, State Housing Aet Amendment.

2, Western Australian Marine.

Introduced by the Mfinister for Housing.

MOTION-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT.

To Dis~allow Amrndment to Regulation 0.

MRB. MARSHALL (Mfurehison) [4.47]: I
move-

That the ameidment to Regulation 9, made
tinder the \Vorlcer Complinsation Act, 1912.
1944, published in the ''Government Gazette"'
of the 10ft July' 194R, andI laid upon the
Table of the House on the 28th July, 1948, be.
andI in hrrely disallowed.

I feel that the 'Minister will need a fairly
strong ease to convince the Assembly that
it should sanction an amendment to this
regulation, particularly one of this nature.
I confess that, although the third schedule
of the Act is of vital importance to repre-
sentatives of Goldfield areas-and this
amendment deals mainly with a certain pro-

vision associated with the third schedule-
it does not affect the goldrming industry
and Goldfield members to the same degree
as it does those who represent electorates
containing certain industries wherein it
would be possible for the employees to con-
tract diseases mentioned in the third
schedule.

For instau,,,, all the goldminers and the
men working in contiguous industries are
examined either annually or at least once
in every two years. So, a fairly close and
careful survey of the health of the miner is
ensuref because of these examinations: aud,
althiough I have been here ever since the
Third schedule of the Act became law, I
have never had occasion to use the provision
or the regulations which are now under dis-
clusion. But I want mnembers to realise that
unless the Minister can advance a very
strong ease for this amendment of the regu-
lation, its effect, if it is allowved to stand,
will be,~ to say* the least, a form of perseu-
tion of victims who may contract anl indus-
trial d-,.scase while employed in some indus-
try covered by the third schedule because
a doubt could exist as to whether that com-
plaint wvas contracted while the manl was
employed in that industry.

Before I iCenl more fully with the pro-
posal, I point out the difficulty in follow-
ing, amendments to regulations. I think
Ministers would he doing themselves and
the House a service if they submitted the
crimzinal regu0thions aktzn with proposed
amendments, so that members could quickly
grasp the situation. As it is, we have to
search the shelves of Parliament IHouge to
find original regulations, and then discover
frequently that there have been previous
amendments to the ones under review. The
position thus becomes extremely compli-
cated; so I suggest to Ministers that, in
fairness to members, it would be advisable
for them to supply the parent regulations
ind] Lim proposed amendments on the one
sehedi.

Seelion 31 of the Workers' Compensation
Act prcvides authority to make regulaitions.
Under thgp section, a multiplicity of regula-
tions has; become law, all of which are es-
seatia', I suppose, for the smooth working
of the Act. The proposed amendment with
which I am going to deal is to what is known
as Regulation 9 and is made in conformity
with Subsection (0) of Section 7 of the Act.
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In order that members may have a clear
picture of what the amendment means, I in-
lend to quote from the Act. Before I do
that, I want to point out that if a man js
employed in an industry and contracts an
industrial disease, being thus rendered in-
capable of further employment, he naturally
will, if it is possible under the Act, seek
compensation for the damage done, or for
having experienced an accident, as we put
it under the Workers' Compensation Act.

If the employee secures a medical eerti-
cate stating that his incapacity is due to a
disease mentioned in the third schedule of
the Workers' Compensation Act, which is
peculiar to the industry in which he was last
employed, he can submit that certificate with
,in application to the employer for compen-
sation. However, it is the prerogative of
the employer to dispute the claim and to
denty that the industry of which he happens
to be ia control was responsible for the in-
capacitation. If the employer takes the
responsibility of disputing a claim and re-
fusing to pay compensation, the Act and the
regulations provide that a medical board
shall be set op to determine the nature of
the complaint or the incapacity, and whether
or not the laMt employer is liable to pay
compensation under the Third Schedule.
When we get that far, the regulation and the
proposed amendment come into the picture.
I shall now quote Subsections (8) and (9)
of Section 7 of the Act. Subsection (8) is
as follows-

If the worker at or immediately before the
disablement was enmployed in ainy prneesi men-
tioned in the second column. of the Third
Schedule to this Act and produces a certificate
from a duly qualified medical practitioner that
the- disease Contracted 1,s the disease or one
of the disenses in the first column set opposite
the description of the process, such disease
shall he deemed to have been due to the nature
of the employment, unless the employer proves
to the contrary.

Subsection (9) reads-
If an employer disputes the medical certifi-

cate as set out in Subsection (8), the matter
shall in accordance 'with regulations under
this Act, be referred to a [board consisting of
one medical practitioner to be appointed by
the Governor, who sball be chairman, and two
medical practitioners registered under the
Medical Act, 1894, one to be nominated by
the employer and the other by the worker; and
thle decision of the boalrd, or any two members
thereof, shall be final.

Now the regulations come into the picture.
When the employer disputes his liability

under Subsection (9), the procedure to be
followed by the employer is set out in the
regulations& It is this procedure that the
amended regulation proposes to alter.
When the employer feels that his industry
is not responsible for the incapacity of the
employee he must, when he receives the
medical certificate from the employee, notify
the Clerk of Courts that he disputes the
liability. He must send to the Clerk of
Courts the certificate that he has received
front the employee, and the employee must
by that time have submitted to the em-
ployer the name of a medical practitioner.
The employer submits that, together with
the name of his own medical nominee, to
the Clerk of Courts, stating that he desires
a medical board to ha appointed to decide
whether the employee is to receive compen-
sation by virtue of his employment in the
industry, and whether he suffers from a
disease mentioned in the Third Schedule.
Under the regulation at present the pro-
cedure is particularly slow.

Let us take the ease of an employee who
is incapacitated from doing any further
work: He has a medical cetificate to say
that his incapacity is due to his employ-
ment, but the employer challenges that and
denies liability to pay. Perhaps the unfor-
tunate employee cannot work at all and
must wait until the procedure laid down by
law is put into operation in order that the
ease may be decided. Even as the regula-
tions are now worded that may involve a
particularly lengthy period. Though the
employer has, under the present regula-
tions, seven days in which to notify the
Clerk of Courts and send on the necessary
documents, the Clerk of Courts can, if he
thinks fit, extend that time for a further 10
days, and no longer. Then he must in turn
notify the reg-istrar. The obligation of the
registrar is then to notify the Government
that a dispute has arisen and that a medical
board is sought. The Government -is then
obliged to nominate a man who shall be
chairman of the medical hoard. All that
takes up a considerable time.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall-. During which the
employee receives no payment?

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no payment
madie until the dispute is settled, because
the employer is disputing his obligation to
pay compensation. The amendment, if
agreed to, would mean that there would be

912
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no limit to the Lime that could he taken be-
fore the dispute was settled. The regula-
tion itself is wrongly -worded, though its
substance can be followed. The proposed
a-mendment reads " (a) delete the words
"seven days" occurring in the first and last
lines of paragraph (2Y7of Regulation 9 and
insert in lieu -thereof the words "one calen-
dar month." Those words do not appear in
the first and last~ lines of paragraph (2)
but in the first line of sub-paragraph (2)
and in the last line of the proviso thereto.
I assume that that is what the amendment
is desired to do. The provision at present
reads as follows:-

(2) If the employer dlispuites such certificate
aforesaid, he may, within seven days after re-
ceiving from the worker a copy thereof, give
notice to the worker and to the clerk of the
Local Court in which proceedings to recover
workers' compensatiou can properly be taken,
thait he disputes the said certificate and desires
the matter to be referred to a Board under
and in accordance with Subsection (9) of See-
tion 7 of the Act,

The amendment would strike out the words
"seven days" where they appear in the
firs3t line of paragraph 2 of Regulation 9,
and would strike out of the proviso the
words "seven days," in the last line thereof,
plus these words, "in any ease by not more
than 10 days." The employer now gets
seven days, plus an extra 10 days if the
Court thinks fit, and no more. Under the
amendment there would be no limit to the
time that could he granted. The amendment,
if agreed to, would make the regulation
read-

If the employer disputes such certificate
aforesaid he may within one month after re-
ceiving from the worker a copy thereof gi venotice to the worker and to the clerk of the
Local Court in which proceedings to recover
workers' compensation can be properly taken
that he disputes the said certificate and desires
the matter to be referred to a. Board under
and in accordance with Subsection 9 of Section
7 of the Act. Provided that the clerk of
courts may on good cause being shown extend
the period within which the said notice by the
employer may be given and such extension may
be granted although the said period of one
month shall have already expired.

In other words, there would be no limit
to the time that the Clerk of Courts could
give the employer in which to submit a
certificate in dispute of the liability to
pay compensation. It would be a "Kath-
leen Mavourneen." I do not think that
is the intention of the Minister. Under
the original legislation the period was

limited definitely to not more than 10 days
and that was the longest extension of time
the court could grant.

The amendment would mean that there
was no limit to the extension of time.
After all that procedure has been followed
the Clerk of Courts must notify the Regis-
trar, who in turn must notify the Govern-
ment, which must then appoint a medical
practitioner to be chairman of the board.
While all that was going on the unfortun-
ate employee-perhaps a married man with
a family-might be suffering acutely from
the complaint he had contracted. I am
sure that is not what the Minister desires,
because an unsympathetic Clerk of Courts
could string the procedure out possibly
until the victim of the complaint had died.
In that case, there would no doubt be liti-
gation involving large sums of money in
order to prove that the dependants were
entitled to compensation.

I do not believe the Minister is suffi-
ciently inhuman to desire to bring about
that state of affairs. The employees in my
electorate are -regularly examined and we
have never been called upon to use these
regulations, but I warn members who have
industries in their electorates that this mat-
ter is vital to them, particularly if the
employees are not examined annually. I
wonder whether the Minister could quote
a case of hardship suffered by the em-
ployer, as it is only the employer who is
handicapped. It is not the employee, he-
cause the Minister proposes to lengthen
the time before a decision can be given as
to whe:ther compensation is payable. The
Minister would have to put up a good
case to convince me that the amendment
should become law. I would respectfully
suggest that he withdraw the regulation
and introduce another which would not
impose hardship on the victim of an in-
dustrial disease.

On motion by the Minister for Linen-
tion, debate adjourned.

MOTION-ELECTRIOMT ACT,
To DisaLlow Suppl Atethoriuier' Fees

Regida (ion.

MR. CORNELL (Avon) [5.15]: 1. move-
That new Regulation No. 278 made nder

the Electricit-y Act, 1945, published in the
"Government Gazette" of the 25th March,

013
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1948, and laid upon the Table of the House
onl the 27th July, 1948, be and is hereby dis-
allowed.

Last year the member for Murchison moved
for the disallowance of certain regulations
made pursuant to the Electricity Act.
Among them was a regulation closely re-
semibling the one I am discussing. Under
that regulation it was provided that every
supply authority should pay to the State
Electricity Commission fees at the rate of
Is. per consumer per annum, with a mini-
mum fee of £5 and a maximum fee of
£C1,000). That regulation was subsequently
withdrawn and was re-drafted in its pre-
sent form. The new regulation is practi-
eally similar to the old one except that it
exempts from those contributions supply
authorities who have less than 120 con-
sumers. There are only 56 such supply
authorities in Western Australia. The man
with 120 consumers or more will have to
pay, in addition to the levy of Is. per con-
.,unier per *annum to the State Electricity
tCommnission, an annual registration fee of
as. per annum.

Thus the supply authority in that cate-
gory will be 5s. a year worse off under
the new regulations than he was under
the regulations submitted last year. This
contribution of is. per consumer per
annum in which the supply authority will
hie muleted under the regulations, justifies
onfe in asking what service the "Sltate Elec-
tricity Commission renders iii return for
this and other charges that arc contem-
pdated under various regulations. Specific
provision under them is made that when
inspections are requested or deemed neces-
sary, presumably by the State Electricity
Conmmission, a prescribed fee, which is con-
siderahie and varies according to the work
required to lie undertaken, will be charged
for that service. In fact, any service rend-
ered by the State Electricity Commission
has to be paid for at prescribed rates. The
Loinurission is not a philanthropic inistitu-
tion and therefore naturally it requires to
he recouped for any service it renders.
The levy ol' Is. per consumer per anknum
is a tax that has not beer1 autliorised by
Parliament and for the imposition oi
which no conmmensurate service is rendered
by the Comnmission.

Thre type of service that the State Elec-
tricity Commission is alleged to render to
supply authorities is probably best exempli-

fled by the experience of the Merredia Road
Board. When that local authority was giv-
in- consideration to changing over from
D. C. to A.U. current, a deputation from the
board interviewed some members of the
State Electricity Commission who expressed
particularly strong opposition to the volume
of horse-power that the Merredin Road
Board proposed to install in its new power
station. After a great deal of controversy in
the course of which the road board members
argued with equal force in support of their
desire to increase the horse-power at the
station, a compromise was reached.

Subsequent experience completely vindi-
cated the attitude of the board and the
views originally urged by the deputation to
the members of the Stale Electricity Coin-

miso.In fact, the board was foreed
to add another unit to its power house plant,
which it did without further reference to
the Commission. had the opinion of the
Commission as to the size of plant that was
suitable for Merredin prevailed, or had the
road hoard not added to its generating plant
and increased the horse-power at the station,
the supply of current in Mlerredin would
have been considerably jeopardised and the
resultant position most unsatisfactory.
Similarly, the Northam Municipal Council
was thwarted in its intention to provide an
adequate electricity generating plunt in that
town, with the result that the present ser-
vice is vcry unsatisfactory. At this stauge,
I would lie to quote what the secretary of
the Mferredin I-oad Board had to say about
the position. He said-

('an you wonder Whly Msy hoard i- bitterly
rippwqc'1 to the payment of the prolosnil fee-s
if that is the sort of dlisgervice we r'l ia
return?

To that comment I will ndd-"auditcd and
found correct. " The levy of Is. per con-
sumer per annum is capable of bering passed
onl, andl I think it will 'be. T6 levy any
additional charge on the consuming public
of~ the muetropolitan area, no matter how
'mull it i-bt hs -, at a time when the ele-

tricity supplies have never been -worse.
would he miost inequitable. Consumption
is res'tricted and regulated, and to ask con-
siers to pay more-and that is what the
imposition of is. per consumer virtually
means-for a deteriorated service is a little
too much. Paying more for a run-down
service has already been demanded in the
increase in railway fares and freights, hut
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that does not give license to every other
public utility to "slug" the public and give
nothing in return.

The main characteristic of the State
Electricity Commission has been the fre-
quency with which it makes revisions in the
forecasts that it gives as to when the new
power station at South Fremantle will com-
mence operations. Until that does happen
-the prognostications of the Commission as
to when the station will ultimately function
are most indefinite-then things must re-
main as they are now-stagnant. Practi-
cally nothing by way of extensions to em-
brace new customers can be carried out and
attempts to get something done are con-
stantly frustrated because, according to the
State Electricity Commission, the system in
tbe metropolitan area is incapable of even
the most minute expansion until the South
Fremantle power station commences to
function.

It would have been much more satisfac-
tory if the various fees and charges, that
are indicated in this multitude of regulations
tinder the Electricity Act, had been left to
Parliament to decide and not to the caprice
of the bureaucratic mind. It is manifestly
-wrong to allow certain high-handed bureau-
crats to 'churn out reams of regulations,
many' of them irksome, and none of which
have so far received parliamentary sanction.
It is common knowledge to members of this
House and of another place that numerous
complaints have been made regarding the
actions of the State Electricity Commission
and its officers, and certainly they have been
the s4ulject of much adverse comment. Quite
a fewv members have received complaints
about the treatment meted out and the pin-
pricking tactics indulged in by this bunch
of blundering bureaucrats at the State
Electricity Commission. People residing in
the country areas and in outer Goldfields
towns have had to pay a great deal for
their electricity supplies, some paying even
as much as is. 6d. per unit.

Mr. Marshall: Yes, I can endorse that.

MvIt. CORNELL: Any further increased
cost, no matter how small, that the consumer
may be called upon to pay for electric cur-
rent i., neither just nor reasonable. The
statement has been made frequently that if
we give a civil servant at chair and a table
be will soon build up a department. That
applies to the State Electricity Commission.

which has expanded during the last 18
months out of all knowledge. Similarly,
administrative costs have been stepped up
in keeping with its expansion. In order to
keep up) with the ascending costs, the charge
of Is. per consumer per annum that is now
proposed may only be a beginning. I venture
to say that the charge will be increased and
the consuming public will have to pay more
in the not too far distant future. The regu-
lation uinder discussion has been the subject
of a great deal of adverse discussion in the
country districts, particularly on the part of
local tuthorities that conduct generating
plants. In the interests of the rural residents
and also of consumers in the metropolitan
area, I hope the House will redress an in-
justice and disallow the regulation.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

PAPERS-POLICE SERGEANT
R. KENDALL.

As to Transfer and Appeals.

MR. YATES (Canning) [5.26]: 1 move-
That all papers in connection with the three

apjpeals lodged by Sergeant Rl. Kendall, of the
Police Department, and all papers in connec-
tion with the inquiry held on Sergeant Ken-
dall 'a transfer from the dRI.. to the Ual-
formeC Branch by Mr. H. DA Moseley, be laid
on the Table of the House.

Mly reason for bringing this matter before
the House is to correct what I consider to
be an injustice meted out to a valuable
member of the Police Force of Western
Australia.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Where is the Min-
ister for Police?9

Mr. YATES: Sonic time ago I was ap-
proachied by Det. Sergeant Kendall and
many other members of the Police Force
concerning alleged injustices that were
being meted out by the Commissioner of
Police and other senior officials of the
Police flepartmnent. During this period
Sergeant Kendall, now of the uniformed
branch, has made repeated attempts to ap-
pear before police promotional boards, and
eventually he appeared before a special
inquiry that was instigated at my request
and conducted by the then police magis-
trate, Mr. H. Di. Moseley. I am also of
opinion, after reading at lot of evidene
submitted to mue by various members of
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the Police UForce, that some grave happen-
ings have taken place over the last two
or three years, which require a complete
investigation by, I think, a Royal Com-
mission. First of all, I will deal with a
statement submitted to mne by Sergeant
Kendall, which reads-

Mr. G. Yates (,MtLA.)
Dear Sir,

I George Reginald Kendall, wish to comn-
plain, and beg to bring under your notice, a
glaring case of vietimisation, perpetrated
against me by the Commissioner of Police,
John Doyle, on 8/4/47, when I was trans-
ferred from the position of Detective Sergeant

(TEto that of a Uniform Sergeant, Cen-
tral Police Station, Perth, and hereby solicit
your help in rectifying the wrong which has
been done me.

Hereunder, the facts:-
I am an ex-Dotective-Sergeant of Police,

and at present a Uniform Sergeant, 3rd Class,
attached to the Central Police Station, Perth.

I was transferred. to this latter position on
8/4/47, from the C.I.B. hy the Commissioner
of Police, John Doyle, through his two sub-
ordinates, Inspector Lewis and brevet In-
spevtor Blight, of the CL.D., acting under in-
structions to give an adverse report.

On the 19th of June, 1947, I completed 25
years' service with the Western Australian
P1olice Force.

I am one of the youngest members ever to
.win the Police Force, having enrolled at the
age of 19 years, on the 19th of June, 1922.

My sole ambition when joining the Force
was to graduate -to the Criminal Investigation
Branch as a detective, making such my Career,
and subsequently impart my knowledge to
junior officers, and assist them at all times,
which I have done.

For the first 10 years of my Pollee service
I was employed in the clerical branch, in the
capacity of Record Clerk, Receiver of Revenue,
Staff Salaries and Paying Officer, end for three
years in the Clerical Branch of the O.I.B.

I was selected from the Police Force in
its entirety, whilst undergoing mny Probation-
ary Police Schooling, to take over the compli-
cated position of Receiver of Revenues (upon
the arrest for embezzlement of £800, by a
fellow officer).

Daring this time I gained extensive know-
ledge of the internal workings of the Police
Department, and I am about the only officer in
the Force today with that general knowledge.

I was appointed to the outside branch of the
Criminal Investigation Branch on 17/11/32.

I was appointed to the position of 3rd Class
Detective-Sergeant on 26/7/40, which position
I held until the time of my present transfer
on 8/4/47.

I was nominated for the position of 2nd
Class Detective-Sergeant by the Police Seleo-
tion Board on 16/10/40.

During the last 15 years whilst engaged on
outside criminal investigation duties I have
been stationed at Perth, Fremantle (where
upon taking up my duties at that Centre the
staff was reduced by one, and upon my transfer
two years later on account of sickness, the staff
was again increased by one, thereby proving
11y effiCioCY), two termsg each of two years
at Leederville and although a junior officer I
was left alone for long periods at a time, PB
the late Detective-Sergeant O'Brien was a sick
Mlln and I had to carry time responsibility.
I obtained results never known at that centre
before or subsequently. Inspector Doyle at
that time coagratulated me onl my efficiency
and asked mec to remain at the station as
Detective-,Sergant 0O'Brie]] wa's A Very hard
man to handle and hie was unable to get any
other junior officer to partner him. Inspector
Doyle then gave to the press an account of
the outstanding number of house-breaking of'
fences that had been cleaned up throughout the
metropolitan area by the arrest of the offenders
by myself, resulting in the recovery of bun-
vlreds of pounds worth of property, including
money, valuable jewellery, etc.

From Leederville I was transferred to
Geraldton in charge of the sub. 0.1.18. in 1939,
where I remained for 10 months. Daring this
time i was successful in elliminating the
criminal class, but I was instructed by Mr.
Doyle to close the branch and I was trans-
ferred to Northamn, where I opened the sub.
47I. Branch. This being during the time when
mnany thousands of troops were stationed there
and good results continued. I was responsible
for all 0.122. inquiries, throughout the Eastern
and 'Western Police Districts, whilst stationed
at the respective centres.

On account of the shortage of N.C.O's. in
the City I was transferred to Perth and tben
to Victoria Park, sub. 0.1. Branch, as officer-
in-charge, for four years, where I was, highly
commended for results by both members of the
DeparTtment and public.

During the time I was stationed at Northern,
then Inspector Doyle, on account of representa-
tions made to him. for the re-opening of the
sub. 03I. Branch at Geraldton, referred the
matter to me for ray opinion and report, and as
a result lie was guided by the evidence I suh-
mitted and the branch was re-opened.

Upon hearing this, Inspector Coonecy, who
was in charge of the Uniform Police at that
centre, made special representations to the
Department for my return to Geraldton, hut
on account of my having heen promoted in the
meantime, his wishes were not ac'eded to.

On 7/6/46 I was detailed for duties at the
C.1.18. Office, as relieving 0.1.0. Clerical Staff,
during the sickness of the late Detective-Ser-
geant G. Smith, where I remained iii such
position until the middle of December, 1948.

On account of the late Detective-Sergeant
0. Smith being boarded out of the Department
as medically unfit, applications for the position
were called through our "Police Gazette'' and
although senior detect ive-sergeants applied,
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they were overlooked and the position was
given to then Constable Croker, who was pro-
mnoted over the heads of all us senior officers.
His appointment carried the rank of ]st Class
Detective-Sergeant and as a consequence,
Detective- Sergeant Croker is now ranked third
at the 0.1. Branch so far ag seniority is con-
cerned. Applications as called by the Com-
missioner were to the effect that the successful
applicant must be in a position to advise both
the inside as well as the outside staff. Ser-
geant (Iroker, prior to his appointment, so far
as my knowledge serves me, had never been
associated with C..B. work and the whole mat-
ter of criminal investigation work was foreign
to him and his appointment no doubt was made
by Mr. Doyle to strengthen his hands as lie
was president of the Police Union and for no
other purpose, as he has made two attempts
to pass his Commissioned Officers' examination
and has failed, whereas I1 succeeded at my
first attempt.

Following the appointment of Detective-
Sergeant Croker, the respective applicants for
the position made special application to appeal
against his appointment to the chairman of
the Government Appeal Board. This -was
granted.

Inspector Lewis informed me that Mr.
Doyle had told him, and to use his own words,
"That I was going to play hell with a big
stick and a basket of eggs," and the appeal
would not be granted, as it was only a brevet
appointment.

Giving evidence at the appeal, Mr. Doyle
stated that I had been passed over for pro-
motion for the position of 2n1d Class Detective-
Sergeant and the following day Inspector
Lewis, who had been absent during the morn-
ingproceedings, but had given evidence against
the various appellants during the course of
the afternoon, called me into his office and
apologised for giving evidence against me,
saying, "I was forced to do so by the Com-
missioner" and added that the Commissioner
was a bloody liar when he gave in evidence
that I had 'been passed over for promotion,
as the matter had only been shelved for three
months at the instigation of the Commissioner.
(Corroboration of this could be obtained from
other Inspectors attending the Promotional
Board.)

At 2 p.m. on the day of the appeal, Mr.
floyle appeared at the 0.I.B. office, holding
a piece. of plain foolscap paper with some
typing on, and quite excitedly inquired the
whereabouts of Inspector Lewis, who could not
'be found. He then had an S.O.S. sent out
for him and later Inspector Lewis appeared
at the Appeal 'Board, with a similar piece of
paper in his possession, with typing on it,
which he read out as his evidence. It was
then quite apparent from his demeanour and
hesitancy of reading that the contents were
new to him. His actions were quite notimable
and were remarked upon by various officers at
the time.

Inspector Lewis, at the above interview, told
me to be very careful of brevet Inspector

Blight, and Mfiss Murfitt, typist1 who were
both very dangerous and the main "Stooges"
of the Commissioner, carrying all happenings
at the office to him. That Blight had been
appointed to his present position for the pur-
pose of unseating him, and that he. knew that
the skids were under him. He (Lewis) gave
very little typing to Miss Murfitt, as he could
not trust her and that he had only been ques-
tioned thr day before by the Commissioner as
to the reason. Hle has told many other C.IB.
officers the same thing. Hle asked that if any-
thing be done by the men to alter the turbu-
lent conditions prevailing at the 0.I.B. office,
that he be left out as he had too many comn-
tuitments.

Following Detective- Sergeant Oroker taking
over the position I had then to remain in the
office for several days to tutor him in the work
and general procedure, after being informed
by Mr, Doyle that I was not qualified for
the position. At was under Mr. Doyle's in-
structions that I should so remain and act in
this capacity, thereby proving his further ig-
norance in the matter of office procedure, etc.
. On account of the bad manners and culture

of the two Inspectors, Lewis and Blight, to-
wards the subordinates at the C.IH. Office, I
had a motion passed at a meeting on about
24/11/46, at the C.I.B. Office, and signed by
24 mnembers, to the effect that Section 10 of the
Police 'Regulations be given effect to by the
two Inspectors.

This section reads as follows-''I Members
of the Farce in command, whether officers or
otherwise, are expected to he at all times ready
and able to afford advice and information to
those who are under them on any matter re-
lating to their dLLties. They must give their
orders in language of moderation and of regard
to the feelings of those to whom they are
addressed. Any subordinate has the right re-
spec tfully to complain of an officer or sub.
officer, from whom he may have received ny
orders he may consider improper or conveyed
in unbecoming language."

Inspector Lewis apologised for his past be-
haviour to various C.111. officers and said,
"He would alter his mannerisms towards the
men providing the Commissioner did not get
to hen: of it.' It was subsequently brought
under the notice of the Commissioner by brevet
Inspector Blight, and the Commissioner later
upheld them, at a meeting he held at the CSI.B.
Office on 2 6/11/46, and as a consequence they
became more arrogant. The junior officers
were unalble to settle their investigations, and
were threatening applying for transfer from
the branch, and I endeavoured to right a
wrong, but this was evidently registered
against me by the Commissioner and two In-
spctors.

On 26/11/46, Mr. Doyle came to the C.L.
Office and addressed all the men, including
myself. This was a result of the meeting
referred to above. Mr. Doyle addressed the
men and said, "That he had heard of the dis-
satisfaction in the C.I.B. and that it had been
brought under his notice, that the men had
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been discussing the appointment of Constable
Croker to OJI.C. CIll. Office, ad that some
men bad said that they would put everything
in Sergeant Croker's way to hinder him.''
Mr. Doyle then threatened us over this. Several
officers then spoke against the- appointment,
more particularly as Croker was president of
the Pollee Union, and Mr. Doyle said, ''Whilst
be was Commissioner of Police he would run
the Police force the wray he wanted to run it
and if the time arrived that he could not, it
was then time he got out.'' He said, ''You
remind me of Hitler's 5.8. troops, and a lot
of children the way you are all acting. Ser-
grant. Richards then said, "You bare two men
who I consider could do the job equally as
-well as Sergeant Croker.'' Mr. Doyle said,
''Who are they?" The sergeant said, ''Well,
thpre i4 SRergeant Woodicy, he has previous
office experience., 1 Mr. Doyle said, "''H'i,
who else?" The sergeant said, "There is
Sergeant Kendall, who has been relieving there
for the past six months, done a good job, and
has had years of office experience.", Mr.
Doyle said, "I wouldn't 'are 'im there.'' I
s.trongly resented Mr. Doyle's remarks, and
called upon him there and then for an ex-
planation, us I wished to hare the matter clari-
fied, especially as he had made this statement
in front of all the men. He refused to con-
rerse further on the matter. I then deinanded
an explanation, which I cunsidered I was justly
entitled to, but "Mr. Doyle would not speak
and ignored me. le shortly afterwards left.
Presumably the cause. of his unwarranted atti-
tuzde will explain itself in a later paragraph.
Ile stated that Sergeant Croker was in the
office only on six months' probation when heat-
edly contested, and in order to avoid further
embarrassment.

I passed my Commissioned Officers ' examina-
tion in all subjects in 1943. Sergeant Croker
has sat twice far bin and failed on both occa-
sions4, yet aecordiug to Mr. Doyle hie is the most
suitable man for the position.

Just prior to taking up my duties again on
the nutside staff, after having relieved in the
office for the past six monthis, I was called
into the office by Inspector Lewis. Brevet
Inspector Blight was present.

Tnspeetor Lewis said, "I have been instruct-
ed by the Commissioner, Mr. Doyle, to call
you into the office and in the p~resence of In-
spector 'Blight, to warn you that hie is not satis-
fied with your inquiries of late and for me
to report on you at the end of three months,
and if there is no improvement he will consider
transferring you.)' He said, "IA. Commissioner
can either make or break an Inspector, the same
way an an Inspector can either make or break
a detective.''

lie said, "I hare been instructed to worn
you that you are not to say anything as to
what has happened between us this afternoon
when you leave this office, for if the Com-
missioner gets to know about it, which lie
naturally will, he will exercise his threats.
Hle then turned to Inspector Blight and said,
"Do you want to say anything Inspectort"

Blight said, "No, I can't say anything, as
Sergeant Kendall has never worked under me, ''
Yet this aman was so unscrupulous according
to Inspector Lewis, to act under the dictates
of the Commissioner, and in collusion with
Inspector Lovis, to submit a report concern-
ing me which I had not yet had the privilege
of seeing, although asked for.

Immneiately upon hearing thin r explained
what a sorry pass the office had arrived at
when a man in all good faith endeavouredl to
better the conditions, could be subjected to
threats and intimidations on account of per-
sonal bias by the Commissioner. I explained
the stupidity of it all, seeing that I hadt not
been on investigations for the past six mionths,
having been relieving in the office. Inspector
Lewis said, ''Well, they are my instructioas."

Upon leaving the office I forthwith con-
veyed to three detectives-whose names c-an
he supplied if req aired-the ''stand-over''
merthods that had been adopted, that I hadl
been threatened and intimidated, and that I
would no doubt from then on be subjected
to ''ictimisation.''

The office since Mr. Doyle's regimev has be-
comne a nest of intrigue, constant pinprieking,
and wearing-down tactics, thereby impairing
the health of various officers, and grave con-
eern is being held regarding the general effi-
ciency, as the offiers are debarred from giving
of their bjst.

On the 8th of April, 1947, without notice, I
was given transfer notice by Inspector Lewis.
I was informod of my transfer from C.L.B.,
Perth, to Uniform Police, Perth.

I asked Inspector Lewis for at, explanat ion
and he informed me "That he bad been in-
structed by the Commissioner to put in an
adverse report concerning me and he had natur-
ally been forc'ad to act upon it.'' He dec-lined
to state whant the report consisted of. It
-will he noted tlmat brevet Inspector Blight a.
short time previously could not say anything
about me, as I had not worked under him,
and as a result Mr. Blight must have been in-
strL~ted to make this report.

This class of tactic adopted by Mr. Doyle
is consistent with his past behaviour whilst
Commissioner of Police, and is the sole reason
why the complete structure of the Police
Force is ''white ant eaten.'' The Force dur-
ing my 25 years' service has never had the
discontent or intrigue in it as it has today
and unfortunately the whole Force is in a
chaotice state, and grave concern is felt by
the men for its welfare under the present
administration of Mr, Doyle.

On the 8th of April-the day of my trnas-
ter--a mass meeting was held at the C.L.B.
Office regarding my transfer and the reasons
and without a dissentient it was acknowledged
that it was purely a ease of ''victimisation
in its worst form" and it was decided that
the -Uniont be approached in the matter, and
if no redress was obtained, that was, that if
I was not returned to my fanner position, each
member decided that be would make applica-
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tion for his transfer from the branch, which
would be submitted collectively, thereby leav-
ing no GEa position which could not be
tolerated, or allowed to arise under any cir-
cumstances whatsoever.

On April 9th, at my own request, I appeared
before Mr. Doyle for the purpose of having
the position clarified and in the presence of
Inspector Lewis and brevet Inspector ]Blight,
Mr. Doyle stated that he bad been guided
by a report submitted by the two officers and
had decided to transfer ine on accnnnt of three
files which I bad handled, Prior to this state-
ment by Mr. Doyle, Inspector Lewis hail verb-
all outlined what he considered to be unsatis-
factory in regards the investigations apper-
taining to the three files in question. These
files had all been negatived by me, as there
was no other decision to be arrived at. They
had been written off by me after first con-
ferring with Inspector Lewis, prior to my going
on holidays, this being the accepted nd recog-
aired rile, to confer with one's 1n9)ector re-
gnrding files on hand, and the disposal of
sanme tinder the circumsances, and I acted
uinder his direction. After I had commenced
leave, Mr. Lewis passed two of the files on
for further inquiries by other officers; one
a probationer (Deteetive Donovan)-this being
a decided slur, and an endeavour to belittle
me-asn act in 'keeping with his general make-
up. These officers were unable to meet with
ani- further success. Considering it fit to do
so. r could have done likewise, and marked the
files off to other officers fur further attention
bad I not acted under the direction of In-
spector Lewis. It -was then quite apparent
that the whole matter, through bitterness and
personal bias, brought about by the afore-
mentioned facts, was engineered, and the ex-
cuse regarding my transfer was a complete
camouflage and baseless. This was brought
under my notice ari remarked upon very
caustically by several officers ivhilst I was
away on leave, and who recognised the un-
happy state of affairs.

I called upon Mr. Doyle to give his reasons,
and he adhered strictly to the Police Regula-
tions and said, ''For the good of the Service,"
which he knows is an untruth and the section
mis-used by him, and the act of a eoward-

Had Mr. Doyle been in possession of aconcrete ease, he would, knowing himf as I
do, have charged me with "neglect of duty,"
the only legitimate and honourable course to
adopt, and have allowed me a fair trial, which
is only democratic and British justice, which
even the worst of criminals is allowed, where-
by they can defend themselves or procure
counsel to act on their behalf, but I was not
even given the opportunity to allay his vin-
dictiveness towards me. The worst that could
have been said about my inquiries in connec-
tion with the files was, ''An error of judg-
ment'' but even this was not the ease. No-
body is infallible during investigations, and
the best of us are apt to miss some point, but
it is npparently not so with some arma chair
critics.

Eighteen years of good, honourable C.1.25.
service forgotten.

Upon a number of occasions Miss Murfitt
(CJI.B. typist) has informed mae that the Com-
missioner was ''sick, and tired'' of Mr. Lewis 's
continuous running to him regarding matters
prejudicial to the men, and trying to gain
favour at their expense. I have also heard
from vrious sources, that the Commissioner
had stated, ''That he had suffered an indig-
aity when placed in the position of having to
apologise to the then Minister for Police, Mr.
Kitson, for having recommended the promo-
tion of Inspector Lewis to Inspector-in-Charge
of the C.LDB., as he had Since proved himself
to be inefficient' This is also supported by
his record as ain investigating officer on the
outside staff, when he had only 118 files merk-
ed off to him during his last 12 moaths in
Perth, and was successful in about five appre-
hensions during that period. One is unable
to obtain ny advice from him, and be would
not discuss any problems, which speaks for
itself.

Similar cases of injustice and vietimisation
are known to be under way concerning other
officers, and the branch members are daily
working under a cloud of fear and trembling as
to whom will be the next victim of Mr. Doyle 's,
and as a result they are unable to concentrate
on their work and the public suffer. They
openly state they arc prevented from having
their wr-ongs rectified and raising their objec-
tions owing to financial and domestic reasons.

Existing conditions were appropriately re-
marked upon lately by a senior officer, "That
attendance at the office of a morning was in
his mind, similar to receiving a sentence of
six months' imprisonment.'' The general
morale of the office has fallen and harmony is
a thing of the past.

I have never been questioned, or taken to
task about my work or conduct before this
issue by Mr. Doyle. The correct procedure
would have been for Mr. Doyle to have con-
versed with me and instruct on the files in
question, in a similar mianner recently meted
out to other officers, instead of taking such
drastic action.

At the appeal against Sergant Croker, and
through -the medium of brevet Inspector
Blight, it was suggested to two of the wit-
nesses Constables Short and Watts, during
crosa-examinaton, that I was a trouble maker,
but they openly scoffed at the idea, and stated
that I had been of invaluable assistance to
them whilst working under very bad conditions
and acting in the position of 0.1.0. Office.
It was during this period that I applied for
extra staff, but was refused by the Commis-
sioner.

The volume of work at the office had not
increased to such an extent over the past few
years to warrant an additional Inspector, and
it is another cause for so much discontent
at the C..5. Office, as both Inspectors give
orders and instructions to the men, and each
has practically nb knowledge of what the other
is doing. Thus orders given by one are
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countermanded by tile other, thereby causing
friction and chaos. One has actually to work
at the office to appreciate the true facts.

I hold one of the best records of any mem-
ber of the C.I.B., and on account of Mr.
Doyle's vindictiveness, personal bias, and vie-
timisation, my career as a detective has been
ruined and I have been deprived of seniority,
andi with a reduction of salary.

Mr. Doyle has caused fear to be spread
amongst officers of the Department, such as, in
the event of at all times not acquiescing to
his wishe", they wvill be subject to transfer,
thus upsetting their home life, or otherwise
being charged with some trifling breach of
the Police Regulations.

The responsibility rests entirely with the
('omissioner. It is impossible for the meni
to continue indefinitely giving satisfactory ser-
vice and at the same time working under the
p~resent conditions without the whole. system
being altered, It is solely on account of up-
holding what is just and right, which all men,-
hers considered was for the betterment and
harmony of the branch, that I was victimised.

Mr. Lewis has told the ,nen that Mr. Doyle
has practically driven hint mad], and be Call
,Io nothing about it. Had hie been strong
enough to stand uip to Mr. Doyle far what lie
considered was right, and stood by his men,,
instead of being continually humiliated, ts
position would never have arisen, and he would
have had the backing of his men, but now as
a consequence, he has lost all respect due to
him in his position, as it can be generally
accepted as a sign of weakness on his part.

.knothier matter which I referred to in an
earlier paragraph was of a personal nature
and repercussions no doubt had n lasting effect
upon the Commnissioner, when lie stated he
would not have me in the office, and also his
subseqoent victinmisation.

During the past three or four years I had
been approached upon several occasions by an
old man, who stated that my wife was indebted
to him regarding a sale of a ''Kiosk'' in
Central Arcade and wanted my address, which
I refused to give him. I informed him hie
was wrong, as my wife had niever been in-
terested in such a business. He still persisted
until one day, whilst I was relieving in the
office, he approached me at the front counterI
and in the presence of a number of the public
he became abusive and stated he had a sum-
mons for my wife for debt.

I told him hie was a public nuisance, and to
get off down the stairs. The followig morn-
ing Mr. Doyle called me into his office and
said that this same man, who was then seated
in his office, wanted my address as he bad a
summons to serve upon my wife for debt. I
remonstrated with Mr. Doyle for accepting
this, but he ''stood over'' me and said, ''If
you don't give him your address so that he
can serve the summons on your wife, I wil.

I informed Mr. Doyle that this man was a
public nuisance'' and that I did not appre-

late Mr. Doyle interfering with my domestic
aff airs. I gave the address on the under-

standing that he called at 6.30 p.m. the fol-
lowing evening, when I would be home. Some
weeks passed, when he eventually called one
evening about 6 p.m. My wife answered the
door and he asked if I were home. Mrs.
Kendall recognised this ina from a descrip-
tion I had given her previously. She, said,
''As Mr. Kendall was not at home, would
lie care to see Mrs. Kendall?'' After some
hesitation lie said, ''Yes," he would. My
wife looked at him for a moment and then
said, "'I am Mrs. Kendall" He seemed
astounded and then said, ''You are Mrs. Ken-
dall V'" She said, ''Yes, I amr and as you
are looking for a blonde, I suppose that now
you realise yoa are accusing the wrong per-
son, you old pest.'' She continued by saying,
''IThe best thing that you can do is to return
to your friend Mr. Doyle and tell him from
mne that if his brain power is so frail that
hie can send his personal friends out oni false
trails to satisfy his own vindictiveness, without
first thoroughly investigating same as a good
detective would do, then he haed best see Mr.
Kendall and have him teach him the correct
procedure in this and other matters.'' She
then told him that he was an odious old ani
and that his presence was obnoxious to her and
ordered bin. off the premises. As he was
leaving I pulled up in my ear with another
member of the office staff and intercepted
him, as I wanted an apology from bothl Mr.
Doyle and himself towards ray wife.

The following morning a witness and1 I
saw him leaving Mr. Doyle's office. I said,
''Well, did you tell Mr. Doyle?'' He said,
''Yes, I told him everything.'' To date no
apology has been received by my wife from
either party.

It was a short time after this 1hatt appli-
cations wVere called for O.I.C. Office.

As presented, the above are true facts,
given without malice or ill-will and without
fear of contradiction, and can be corrobsor-
ated. They are given voluntarily With the
purpose of bringing under the notice of the
lRon. Minister for Police arnd your Govern-
meat the disgusting state of turmoil existing
in the W.A. Police Force as a whole, under
the administration of Mr. Doyle.

It i8 entirely through the unwarranted
.actions of Mr. floyle that I, with many others,
have suffered a nervous disorder from time
to time.

In conclusion I1 now solicit your whole-
hearted support in the matter and ask that
you will give this complaint your favourable
consideration and place same directly before
your Hon. Minister for his information, direc-
tion and action in the matter.

That covers the complaints given to me
by Sergeant Kendall.

Mr. Kelly: Where is he stationed new?
Mr. YATES: At the Central Police Sta-

tion, Perth. Very soon after I entered
this House I approached the then Minister
for Police regarding these allegations. He
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stated that he had just taken over the posi-
tion, and the matter would require a lot
of investigation and consideration. The
fact that I had been approached by other
members. of the Force-and that informa-
tion I conveyed to the Minister-led mc to
believe that there was more in the matter
than just the statements of Sergeant
Kendall-in other words, that other officers
of the department were involved. I will
say that members of the Police Force with
up to 25 years' experience, and brilliant
records, and who have been a credit to the
Force, approached me on different occa-
sions and gave me statements similar to
that made by Sergeant Kendall. Towards
the middle of last year the secretary of the
Police Union, Mr. Halliday, approached
me at Parliament House. I had not met
him before. He asked mec whether I was
being approached by Sergeant Kendall,
and others of the Police Department.

I admitted that I had been approached
by various members of the Force, He
stated that the information I had received
was from one source only, and that there
were two sides to every question. I agreed
with him, and also that it would be very
diplomatic of me to tread cautiously in the
matter before I had the full facts. I took
that into account, and have acted very
cautiously since. In fact, I let the investi-
gation go for a period of 15 months before
finally deciding to bring it before this
House. Mr. Halliday spoke to me for
approximately three-quarters of an hour
and stated that he had at all times stood
up for the rights of the men, and had
approached the Commissioner of Police on
their behalf for many things. He also said
that he was there for the beneffit of the
members of the Western Australian Police
Force, and that in his capacity as secre-
tary of the union he acted for each and
every one of the men.

He mentioned that he had seen the files
of some of the officers in question, although
I had not named any except Sergean~t
Kendall. He knew Sergeant Kendall had
seen me, and I admitted the fact, and said
that there were some things on the files that
I was not aware of, and if they were
brought to light they might make any case
I had look a little silly. After he had left,
I thought he was not a bad sort of a chap,
and that he had come up to lay his cards
on the table. We parted with quite good

feeling. Very shortly after, I received a
document-and I can state quite definitely
that in the meantime I saw no other mem-
ber of the Police Force or person connected
with it. One paragraph of this document,
which is signed by Detective-ergeant
Smith, as a result of an interview which
took place between Charles Henry Lewis,
0.1.8. Inspector, with Detective-Sergeant
S. A. Smith of the C .1.B., is as follows:

He also stated that Doyle had told him that
he (Doyle) had sent the union secretary, Mr.
Halliday, to blow Yates up for what he was
doing, and to let him know that Doyle re-
garded his interference in this matter as most
unnministcrial, and that be had better watch his
step.

Mr. Marshall; ''Yates behind gates''
would be poetic but rather tragic.

Mr. YATES: Later in the year, on the
21st October, 1 received a letter from the
general secretary of the Police Union,
wvhich reads as follows:-

I attach extract of letter addressed to cer-
tain members of our union.

You will note that your name is used and
my informants are responsible members of this
body.

T have a minute on the records of the union
concerning may interview with you on the only
occasion that Ave have met; it is brief but
accurately records the purpose of my visit
which was undertaken at the direction of the
responsible committee which waited upon the
Ministe: for Police at the time.

Other than myself, the only possible source
from which anyone could claim to know what
transpired during our interview is yourself.
Could you let me have your comments regard-
ing this not later than 5 p.m. tomorrow (Wed-
nesday)?

The following is a letter sent by Mr. Halli-
day to various members of the Police Force.
I know that is correct, because he has put
"'Mr.'" without any name. The letter
reads-

Mr.
0J. Branch, Police Department, Perth.

Dear Sir,
I have been informed that you have recently

been making damaging statements concerning
me, one such being in effect as follows:-

That, at the request of the Commissioner
of Police, I visited Parliament House and
did ''Stand over'' Mr. Yates, M.L.A., for
the purpose of persuading him to cease his
activities in the Sergeant Kendall case.
I now ask that you commit to paper the

statements referred to so that the matter may
be dealt with by the governing body of the
union without delay.



922 [ASSEMBLY.]

The next meeting of the union council is on
Wednesday, the 22nd instant.

H1on. A. H. Panton: Was that letter
written to you?

Mr. YATES: The second one is a copy
-of a letter that Mr. Halliday sent to me
and which was sent out to one or more
members of tlw Podice *Torce. -The first
letter I read out was addressed to me.Mr
Halliday states in the letter to me that as
the interview Look place between himself
and myself, no-one else could have known
of it, and -yet, in the document which I
received, and which came into my posses-
sion after the interview I had with Mr.
Hnlliday-I had not spoken to any ment-
her of the Police Force in the meantime-
there occurs the paragraph concerning the
alleged statement of Inspector Lewis. It
is quite an interesting document, too.

Mr. Reynolds: Let us hear it.

Mr, YATES: Very we)!. It is as fol-
lowvs:

Charles Henry Lewis, C.I.B. Inspector,' sup-
plied the following information to Detective-
Seratnt S. A. Smith, in at. interview at Mr.
Lewis's home, Forrest Street, North Perth, on
the evening of Friday, 30tb May, 1947:-

Mr. Lewis was asked by Sergeant Smith if
he was prepared to give a written and signed
statement, in confidence, relative to the mal-
administration of the present Commissioner of
Police, Mr. Doyle, and the manner in which he
had vietimised Mr. Lewis and was endeavour-
ing to work Brevet Inspector Blight into the
position of C.L.B. Chief.

'Mr. Lewis replicat that he thougbit it a
waste of time giving such a statement, as be
was firmly convinced that Doyle was too well
entrenched, and that the present Government
would not shift him.

He also stated that Doyle had told him, that
the union had "stood over" the Minister, Mr.
'McDonald, and he had agreed that all comn-
plaints would only be recognised by him, if put
through the Police Union, and not otherwise.

He also stated that Doyle had told him that
bhe (Doyle) had sent the Union Secretary, Mr.
Halliday, to blow Yates up for what he was
doing, and to let him know that Doyle re-
garded his interference in this matter as most
nministerial, and that he had better watch
his step.

Inspector Lewis then gave details of his
length of service, his different and varied jobs
nt different centres, his experience at Kal-
goorlie CJI.B. in charge, at Victoria Park
C.I.B. in charge, and in the office at 1.ISt. in
charge, and lastly, in the 01.,Perth, as
inspector in charge.

le stated that Doyle planned his moves with
cunning, and was always one jump ahead of
the union.

He stated that nothing that Doyle did, was
done without the backing of either a board
or the union.

He stated that nost of the inspectors sitting
on the boards were Doyle's" 'Yes Man'' because
they were afraid of what Doyle Would do to
them if they did not vote the way he wished.

He said to me, I'II will tell you something,
Syd. Do you know why Croker was promoted
from constable to his present rank of 1st class
detective-sergeant?''I

I said, ''Why was lie, then?'"
Lewis replied, "Croker is the union presi-

dent, and Doyle has now got him where he
wants him, and the union, too.,,

Lewis said, "Do you know what happened at
the board, whenI I appealed against Findlay's
promotion over my head?"

I said, "'No, Charlie."'
Lewis continued: ''Well, the first thing that

happened was thant before the proceedings got
under way, I objected to Inspector Cooney sit-
ting on this Board, on the grounds that lie
was Doyle's representative on the State Appeal
Board, which I might hove to appeal to if I
lost this appeal.

''When I made my objecttion, Doyle curled
his lip and said, 'I have already sought legal
advice on this matter, and Cooney stays.' '

Cooney sat on the board.
Then, before the ease went under hearing,

Doyle said to the board, ''Before we start to
hear this appeal, I wish to send Inspector
Blight out of the room for a minute."

Blight then left the room.
Doyle then turned to the inspectors there

and said, "'I could not say this in front of
Inspector Blight, but, gentlemen, I want youa
all to know that the reason I promoted Inspec-
tor Blight to his present rank, and put him
in the C.I.B., in that position, was because I
was disappointed and dissatisfied with Inspec-
tor Lewis.''

Blight was then called back and sat on the
board.

Lewis continued, "You can imagine, Syt.,
how I felt, and what chance T had after that.
Doyle deliberately cut the ground from under
my feet, and I1 had no chance. Of course, I
lost the appeal, what with that, and the inspec-
tors who wvere his 'Yes 'Men?' Then I later
learned that just prior to the Board sitting,
Doyle, without a vacancy being due, promoted
Washer in inspectorship, so that he could get
another vote for certain against me.''

I said, '"What about the State appeal,
Charlie?'"

Lewis said, "'I lodged Liy appeal there, and
Doyle gave his reasons for opposing it, as fol-
lows:-

(1) That Findlay was senior in service-
(2) That he and I were of equal efficiency.

This, in spite of my record, and the fact that
I was in charge of the C.I.B. "

He continued, ,I later withdrew this appeal,
as I learned that I was not likely to succeed
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after the Cooney business at the prior board,
and further, I learned that Doyle had arranged
for me to be transferred at once to Broome
after my second appeal, to get me out of the
way. I withdrew this appeal and forestalled
him."

I said, 'How you stand things as they are
beats me, Charlie, because you miust, know that
Blight is there for a purpose, and is white-
ating you so that you can be got rid of, and

he can eventually step into your shoes with his
brevet rank confirmed to full inspector."

Lewis said, "I can't do anything about
that.''

I said, "Do you know that he refers to you,
when speaking to the junior men, as 'That
Pommy B-'."p

Lewis said, ''Yes, I have beard things, but
what with him and Connie (Miss Murfitt), I
can do nothing.''

I said to Lewis, ''Well, I think the move
wilt be for him to transfer you to Fremantle
and to transfer Findlay to CJI.B., Perth, in
charge."

This statement was made on the 3rd June,
1947. This year those events took place.
Findlay was transferred from Fremnantle
to Perth and Lewis was transferred to Fre-
mantle. The statement continues-

Lewis said, "'I don'tt think hie will do that,
but if he did, then he and Blight would drive
poor old'Fin.' off his head within six months,
just like Doyle did Inspector Read. Then
Blight would step in and take charge."

I said, "Let's only hope that Doyle and
Blight get their walking ticket.''

Lewis said, "You can put that out of your
head; there is not a chance."

I said, "Has Doyle mentioned anythiag to
you yet about Kendall lodging any protestl "

Lewis said, ''No, he has not said any-
thing."

Lewis continued, "As far as Kendall is
concerned, do you know he threatened mne and
called me a b- and said he would 'get
ne'9 1 '

I said, "Well, Charlie, as far as what I
know of Kendall, he woniddn't threaten any-
one unless they had given btm just cause to
do so.''

Lewis did not reply to this.
Lewis said, "Well, I have had all I can

take up there, and I often feel that I would
he happier out of it all back in the Uniform
Branch and away from Perth; at least, a
man would have contentment of mind instead
of all this."

The conversation then turned to non-official
matters&

I am of the opinion that, if Inspector Lewis
was really convinced that there was a chance
of Doyle being put off by this Government ,he would readily give valuable evidence, (,over-
ing many phases of Doyle's activi ties and his
maladministration.

Mr. Begney:- Who is the author of that
documenit

Mr. YATES: It is signed by Detective-
Sergeant Smith, who is one of the senior
men of the C.I.B. It is well known that
there have been many resigntions from the
Police Force, and a number of the men that
have resigned have done so because they
could not get on with the administration, in
some in~tances the Ooanmissionker and, I take
it, some of the Commissioner's subordinates.
I also have a statement which is signed by
Mr. A. V. Penrose, who was at one time the
officer in charge. of the Fingerprint Bureau
of the CI.Bq, Perth. Visiting- police officials
from the Eastern States and also men from
Scotland Yard have stated that the work
perfonnied by Detective- Sergeant Penrose
was equal to the best work of its type in
the British Empire, and Penrose was highly
commended for the very efficient manner in
which hie kept the records of his section of
the department, and handled the men under
him. Mr. Penrose, -who was then Detective-
Seregant Penrose, resigned from the Police
Force, and this camne as a shock to many
of its members and his friends out-
side. The statement I propose to read was
prepared after Mr. Penrose left the Force.
He is now established in business- in the
city and has prepared the statement with-
out malice. He has nothing against anyone
in particular but has stated the facts con-
cerning his resignation fromn the Police
Force. The statement is as follows:-

Albert. Victor Penrose stated, when inter-
viewved by Mr. Yates and later by Detective-
Sergeant S. A. Smith--

I amr willing and prepared to give evidence
along the lines followving, at any subsequent
inquiry which might be held into thn mal-
administration of the Police Force of W.A.
under the present Commissioner of Police,
John Doyle.

I have perused this statement and find it
correct.

I auk the sole proprietor of the Victor Pen-
rose Photographic Studios, Central-avenue,
Perth. I1 am also the president of the Pro-
fessional Photographers Association of Aus-
tralia.

In 1929, whilst I was a member of the
Police Force, I took over control of the CJI.B.
Studio and, from a comparative disorganisa-
tioa I built up a. combined department com-
prising photographic and fingerprint sections,
and record, scientific aind identification see-
tioas.

I was in full charge of this department with
the brevet rank of Detective -Sergeant of
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Police, and eventually finished with a staff of Inspector Read recommended an extra man.
10 persons.

Things went on smoothly until John Doyle
took over the Commissionershlp.

From then on things went far from well.
His unreasonable and pig-headed attitude

and lack of understanding soon made them-
selves apparent.

One day men came along from the P.W.D.,
without warning to me or anyone else there,
to start effecting alterations in the section
where I was housed.

No notification had been sent to ma by
Doyle so that I could muake preparations.

I had previously expressed a wish in the
presence of some of my staff and in the pre-
sen-c of some plainclothes men on that floor,
to have a grill door installed.

f told the men from the P.W.D. that they
would first have to give the plainclothes me,'
time to shift and me to get prepared before
they could start work.

Shortly after this Doyle rang for nme to
ionie to his office. There, in the presence of
the P.W.D. men he barked at me, ''You want
A grill? Well you are not going to get one.''

I told Doyle that I had not as yet asked
anyone for a grill. He replied, ''Yes you
did, I was told.''

UPe then said, ''Here is the plan. It will
be done on those lines and you get no grill,
understand?''

He was insulting and dlomineering in front
of the strangers, and with the position I held
it cnn be well imagined how I felt.

I waited until the strangers had left and
I went back into Doyle's office and said, ''Mr.
Doyl ve, Anyone who told you that I ased for
a grill is a liar, and I wish to know who
it was that told you this.''

Doyle ref used at first to tell me but then said
that one of the plainclothes men from the
same floor had told him that and that he,
Doyle, was telling me that I was not going
to get a grill.

'This was perliaps trivial but it showed
Doyle's attitude to me and the fact that he
was prepared to take the word of a junior
man over a thing which dlid not even concern
him.

Sonme tinme After Doyle became Commis-
sioner, whilst T was still struggling to build
up the branch, and work bad increased be-
yond all bounds, I tried hard to convine
Doyle that I nieeded at least one extra man
to assist we. Doyle at last sent Mr. Bentley,
the secretary to be, down and I went into
things thoroughly with him.

Sitting .itspended from 6.15 to 7.30 ps.

Mr. YATES: The statement of ex-Detec-
five-Sergeant Penrose continued-

Mdr. Bentley recommended to Doyle that I
he given an extra man. This was not good
enough for Doyle and he sent Inspector Read
down to go through things with me.

Doyle later came down with Constable Ed-
wards andt he told me that he was putting
Edwards there with me for three months to
see what improvements could be made, and to
see whether the extra man I had asked for
was really needed. Hle told Edwards in front
of me to report direct to Inspector Read every
week.

What an insult to me, to first put A junior
man, a constable, in, to ''suggest improve-
ments and report over my hend to Inspector
Read.''I

I told Mr. Doyle there and then that fol-
lowing the recognised rule, Edwards wouldl
report to me as he was a junior man and that
I would forward is reports on to Inspector
Pead, with my comments on sme.

Doyle then told Edwards, in my presence,
to report to Inspector Read at the end of
three months and to report to him direct and
not through me.

My feelings could well be imagined, as both
I and my staff realised that Doyle was de-
liberately belittling me.

At the cad of the threu months Edwards
reported direct to Read, and recommended the
extra man, and also two minor alterations,
which I had Already asked for in a repiort
and which Doyle had refused to grant mec.

I then applied for P.C. Stevens, who had
had 18 months' experience in this work, and
who hnd a medical certificate exempting him
from beat duty, but Doyle refused tue this
man and sent me P.C. Reilly.

Time and again, improvements I suggested
to Doyle and suggestions made to him by me
for the betterment of this department were
treated by Doyle with the usual refusal and
total lack of co-operative understanding, and
I had a coastant uphill battle against his
fault-finding and well known pin-pricking,
which I could not tolerate.

In consequence of this things became harder
and I was convinced that Doyle's antagonism
was deliberate and studied.

I had seen the interfering methods which
hie was extending to other branches of the ser-
vice and the fear which appeared to be in-
stilled in inspectors of other branches as well
as the OLE.., but I1 was not prepared to be
intimidated by Doyle.

This power that Doyle has, by virtue of his
office, was well realised by all ranks, and this
is the main reason why inspectors will not
stick to the aen when they should do, purely
for fear of what Doyle could and would do
to then. and what would happen to them.

I can say from my own experience and my
personal knowledge that the man who stands
up to Doyle and shows that he is not afraid
of him lasts for a very short time, even though
he might be one of the best on the job.

Then came the approach of the Finger-
print Conference in the East, which is of
the most importance, and is attended by the
heads of the Fingerprint Departments from
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the other States. I had previously attended
two of these conferences, as the Fingerprint
Head and representative of the W.A. Police
Force.

These conferences, held yearly, involve the
adaption of new methods aind special co.
operation between States, discussion of exist-
ing methods, and alteration of administration,
and it was imperative that the head of the
bureau, who understands things in their en-
tirety, must attend.
.It could readily be understood, that if n

junior man was sent to attend then he would,
on his return, have to instruct the head of
the bureau in anything new adopted, or new
system agreed upon there, wich, of course,
would be farcical.

Three weeks before this particular confer.
ene was due to he held in the East, I had
received no usual notification from Doyle or
Inspector Read that I was to attend.

I interviewed Inspector Read, then C.I.B.
head and told hint that as there was so much
stuff to prepare for the conference, I wanted
official notification that I was to be sent so
that I could start the preparations without
delay.

Read wvent to Doyle's office and when he
returncd he informed me that Doyle had told
hin, that hie, Doyle, had decided on a man
to send but that he, Doyle, refused to disclose
that man's name to me.

I told Inspector Read that if be did not
at once ask Doyle for the name of the man
whomi he intended should go to the conference,
then I myself would go and interview Doyle
at once in his office.

Read smid to me, ''Don't you do that,
Doyle will be real mad at you and then you
will be for it."'

When Rend saw I was determined lie went
to Doyle's office again.

Read then sent for one of my staff named
Constable Baird, and took us both into his
office. Read said to me, ''IThe, Commissioner
has decided to send Constable Baird, and not
you, to the Fingerprint Conference.''

I then said, ''Congratulations, Jack,"' and
shook Baird's hand, and I turned to Inspector
Read and said, "I will be bak in two minutes;
that will be as long as I will take to write
out my resignation from the Force.''

I then went out and wrote not my resigna-
tion from the Force, asking for it to take
effect as from the date of Baird's return from
the East and the conference.

Or. receiving my resignation, Doyle imme-
diately asked in writing for the reason for
may resigning and I put in a page and a half,
on the lines on which this statement runs.
This is on my personal file at Police Records
Branch, Chief Office.

I might say that investigation will show
that my hard work entirely, my honesty of
purpose, and the knowledge which I brought
with mae into the Force when I joined it, was
responsible for the creation of the Finger-

print, Scientific, Record and Photographic
Bureau, as it is today.

Constable Baird was later given the rank
of Brovet Detective-Sergeant and was put in
charge of what I created out of practically
nothing, and the only changes that Baird has
since made were those which I had previously
recommended (vide reports on record), and
which Doyle refused to agree to instal.

I left the Force in 1945, having been forced
to give up a job which I had put all I knew
into and which I had mapped out as my
career and my only satisfaction lies in know-
ing that I left behind, in the Force, a corn-
puantively good and efficient bureau, built
by me, with the help of a reliable staff, who,
with roe, had only the interests of the Police
Department at heart, and were not running
the Force for the benefit of themselves.

22/5/1947. Perused by Mr. Penrose, and
accepted as correct, and copy retained by him.
Witness, S. A. Smith, DeL.-Sergeant, 1488.

Those are the reasons for the resignation
of a man who had achieved something
wvortbl-while, not only for the department
here, but also for the benefit of police de-
par tments throughout Australia. His work
bad been commended at various inter-State
conferences; he was in close touch with the
heads of departments in other States, and
for the Commissioner of Police to refuse
to send the head of the department to that
conference in itself proves that there must
he substance in the allegations submitted
by various sneakers of the Force.

I shall next deal with a statement by a
detective stationed outside the metropolitan
area, namely, in the electorate of Northam.
It is a statement by George Winning under
date of the 17th Mfay, 1947 and reads-

Sub C.I.B.,
Northam, 17th May, 1947.

I am a detective stationed at Northam. I
joined the force on the 30/8/29 and have not
a mark against my) record. I joined the C.IB.
on the 2D/4/38 under Inspector Doyle, as he
was then, and was not long in finding oat that
hie was a hard taskmaster, and a man who had
never a word of praise or encouragement for
work well done, but knew how to use his
cynical and caustic toague if everything did
not mneet with his approval.

I had heard nf this, but when I went into
the branch, determined to dismiss these rumours
from my mind. I worked hard ad long, and
my wife and child, my home and my social
obligations were put to one side so that I
could do the best that in me lay.

I was not very successful, as I am of a
nervous type, and it was not long before he
was venting his wrath on me for petty things,
largely due to my ignorance of procedure as
applied to that particular office. It was hemn-
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otis crime not to lind out what so and so wvas
doing. If you knew what he was doing, you
ought to have found out where he lived, etc.,
etc. A failure to put in a comma was also the
signal for criticlim and the application, in an
angry fashion, of a red pencil. After being
criticised for this or that, you might try to
explain, but it would not be listened to and
your diary would be thrown across the table,
.and was frequently picked up from the floor.
To add to one's discomfiture, one's colleagues
would] all he waiting their turn outside the
door, which was open, and between their con-
verqations would hear what was going on in-
side.

In spite of this treatment, in which I noticed
I was not alone, but bad many others who were
also treated similarly, I still strove to make
allowances for Mr. Doyle, although as, time
went on T began to see that no one could hold
no opinion that ws at variance with his, and
that he was always right. As a very Junior
officer, I granted that on Police procedure he
was no doubt right, but as for many other
matters, I formed the opinion that he was
merely displaying an inferiority complex and
gore every indication of a man who was trying
to show his power.

Not long after I went up to the C.I.B., Perth,
I had the necessity to conduct a "'line-up''
in connection with the theft of sonme clothing,
.and a criminal, whose name I just forget, was
brought into Roe Street Lock-up, into the
exercise yard, and mingled with the line while
a second-band dealer named Beckman came
over, hut failed to pick the alan out. I was
assisted in this by Detective-Sergeant J. WV.
Jones, who made all the arrangements at his
own suggestion.

Next day, in reading my diary, Mr. Doyle
noticed that I had booked up attending the
identification parade with the dealer ''in the
Roe Street Lockc-up," and he demanded to
know by what right I bad brought a dealer
into a Police lock-up, and did I not know that
he could claim compensation for wrongful
arrests, etc., etc.

As it had not been arranged by me, and a
I had beard that tbat was where the line-ups
were always held, I claimed ignorance of the
procedure, but in my stumbling way let drop
that there was another officer with me. Mr.
Doyle then demanded to know who he was,
and I declined to tell him. He became very
angry and asked me if I knew whom I was talk-
ing to. I said I did, but that surely be could
not ask me to tell him. He said, ''Do you
mean to tell me that you refuse to disclose
the officer's name9'' I said, ''Mr. Doyle,

* you surely realise the position that you are
placing me in, as I have no desire to be an
informer.'' He went red with anger and said
something about my audacity in refusing to
tell, and also something about what would
have happened if he had been asked a similar
question by a, previous chief of the C.T.B.,
Steve Condon.

It is needless to say that after such an en-
counter, I felt emotionally upset for some time,

and got very little from him each morning,
except a grunt when I spoke to him. In this
I consoled myself that I was not alone, and
the atmosphere of the whole place was not the
happy place it could have been, but the abode
of terror, and fear, with men walking around
and talking in whispers. On days when he was
away from the office, the change was remark-
able. It was about this time that Detective-
Sergean.t Richardson coined the term ''Happy
Jack,"' and this was applied in a sly manner
to Mr. Doyle, behind bin back.

It seemed to me then that this man was
losing the loyalty and respect and friendship
of the most energetic body of men it was my
Rood fortune to join, and I thought how dif-
ferent things might have been had hie the
happy knek of being able to handle 'men and
get the best out of them by being a friend
instead of a tyrant.

Some time in February, 1940, 1 was sta-
tioned at Leederville Suh-C.T.R., and Detective-
Sergeant Richardson and I had occasion to
take a young un-naturalised Italian, then liv-
ing at Herdsman's Lake, to the police station
there for questioning regarding a complaint of
obscene exposure. We had previously spent
some time watching this Italian riding his
motor cycle up and down Newcastle Street,
where the offence had tnken place, hut it so
happened that he did not operate the nights
we were there, and the girls could not swear
to his photo. He became very insolent at the
police station and as we had no evidence we
had to let him go. He threatened us with all
sorts of things, but as he was of the cocky
Italian type, we took little notice. lHe had
been a vorporal in the Italian Army and made
a boast of having bayoneted a number of help-
less Ahyssinians dluring the Italian invasion
of Eritrea around 1936-37.

The next day Mr. Doyle called Detective-
Sergeant Richardson and me into his office, -and
with the rest of the staff listening in at the
door, accused us of having bullied and harried
this Italian and of having kicked and cuffed
him, which w6 denied. He told us that the
Italian had complained to Father Valentine,
of Wept Perth, who had in turn contacted him.
He told us that he did not believe us, and,
though we were guiltless, we were dismissed
like naughty children.

This episode had a sequel, as far as I was
concerned, as a few days later I was trans-
ferred to Fremantle, where many weeks elapsed
before I could get a place to stay, and in the
meantime, my wife and child were staving at
IMaylamids. I would require much to convince
me that this transfer was not the result of
Mr. Doyle's desire to discipline me, and it will
be interestine to watch how he gives vent to
the same desire in a subsequent interview in
1947.

On the 24/5/44 1 was transferred to Sub-
clili., Northam, where I have been compara-
tively, happy, away from the unrest and dis-
satisfaction existing in Headquarters, Perth.

I worked hard and long in order to carry out
the work here, with the full knowledge that
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I had taken the place of a fellow detective
(Cresswell) who had been transferred bemause
of some dispute over hours being worked and
days off. I decided to waive that and handle
each job as it came, and in the main have been
fairly successful, although much time was
taken up in waiting for train transport to the
various police stations, numbering 22 in all,
which are included in my territory. The East-
evil District, in which I an' the only detective,
embraces now fronm Westonia down as far as
Brookton, but when I came here it included
Southern Cross. It also takes in Dalwallinu,
on the Mullewa line, and extends to Narembeen
and Bruce Rock on the one side and round all
the looplines 'Is far as Beneubbin.

This fact was well known here, and several
times when sheep-owners rang for me in con-
notion with losses, they would find I was away
and not likely to be back for some days. The
matter was brought up without my knowledge
at a meeting in Northiam of the branch of
the Royal Agricultural Society and the chair-
mane, ;Robert Mc~dillan, IMq., of Spencers
Brook,-moved that the Commissioner of Police
be written to and asked to consider supply-
ing me with a car. As a result of this letter
I was called to Perth urgently, although I
was busy at the time, and paraded to thle
Commissioner by Inspector Lewis. I was ac-
cused by Mir. Doyle of having beer instru-
mental in getting the Society to _puat the pro-
position up, and also told that I must have
been talking as how else would people know
that a lot of my time was wasted travelling by
trains. I denied this and was plainly told that
I was not believed. A report which I had sent
in about the same time suggesting that the
Brands Act be brought up to date (it has mot
been amended since 1927-28 and it is not now
possible to look up and find the owner of a
certain brand, as it was intended it should be)
I pointed out that if tisl were done it would
be of great assistance to myself and other
Police in sheep stealing enquiries. Mr. Doyle
most irritably criticised my request and asked
Ire if I1 knew this would cost the Government
so much. He asked me what I thought it had
to do with me, and told me I was taking too
much on myself. This was all the thanks I
received for an effort to assist in something
which I had first hand knowledge of.

Later I sent in a report suggesting a ques-
tionnaire in connection with taking sheep
stealing reports, to Inspector Lewis who was
at first quite enthusiastic to have it made an
Order, but nothing has come of it and it is
possible that the dead hand of the Master is
responsible for this also. This was towards
the end of 1945 from memory as I have no
record, but T know that the Northam Agri-
cultural Society felt very upset at tbe reply
they received from Mr. Doyle, and as, I feared
that I would be exposed to his spleen if further
efforts were made, I personally went and asked
Mr. MeMillan and Mr. flyfield, the president
and secretary respectively, to drop all further
correspondence, which they very reluctantly
did. I feel sure they will support me in this.

I returned to Northam again emotionally
upset and in a mental turmoil to think that
such action could take place and I be exposed
to criticism without having redress. I knew
that had the ear been granted, I could have
done twice the work in the same time and gone
further afield to aid other Police, but I also
knew that unless I kept quiet, I would simply
be transferred and as it did not suit me, I
said nothing beyond asking the two mn I have
mentioned for various reasons, to drop the
matter.

I again "merited'' Mr. Doyles displeas-
ure on the 10/4/17 when I was again paraded
before him by Inspector Lewis in connection
with a reference to Brother Keaney to which
he took exception in a Character Roer& sub-
mitted by me to the Trial Judge concerning
Francis Stovall Nelson, comniltted for trial at
Northamf 22/3/47.

I have nLever seen a greater exhibition of
display of so called ''power'' as he tried to
make me admit to something which I would
not, as 1 had no guilty intent, and submitted
the report in all good faith. I simply re-
corded what Nelson had told ale regarding his
tr-eatmnent by Brother Keaney at Clontarf, and
.although I dlid not believe it, I made no com-
ment from a lack of desire to appear biassed.
I was told that it amounted to defamation, and
that my action would be put before the
Inspectors later, as I was due to be promoted,
and that it was possible it might affect my
promotion. He also made remarks about my
having been too long in the country and re-
quired -bringing back to the city for disciplin-
ing.

He also declined to believe that the Police,
Sergeant Tuastill, Constables Larsen and Pip-
pen whose good work I had drawn under the
notica of Inspector Coppinger, were Worthy of
recommendation.

He also became very annoyed with me when
I refused to admit that I had made a mistake
and in a subsequent minute stated that I had
tried to suggest that Brother Keaney's treat-
ment of the man Nelson, was responsible for
his committing the assault and robbery. I
answered his remarks in the file and denied
that such was my intention and that he had
put a wrong construction on the report. He
replied that I had repeated as a fact, some-
thing told me by a garrotter, and that I han
submitted this without any attempt to find
out if it was true or otherwise.

I bad prepared to reply to this when he
called at this office in passing through Nor-
than, on the 12th inst. and after some dis-
cussion he accused me of being in Nelson's
"corner" which I denied and told him that he
had placed a wrong construction on my report
and I still maintain this is so.

At the same time, I felt that undue import-
once had been attached to the matter, and
i.hi:e feeling sorry that I have given anyone
the impression that I reflected on the character
of Brother Keaney, I feel very deeply hurt
that a construction was put on the remark
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which I never intended should be done, and
that Mr. Doyle refuses to see my angle, and
declines to drop the matter apparently until
he has madle me grovel, which of course he
will never be able to. I feel that following
the incident with the Italian at Leederville, he
baa made this a matter of religion, and in-
tends to discipline mae.

The interview with him took place just be-
fore I went to Supreme Court 10/4/47 and
after beiag under the lash of his tongue for
aver half an hour, I was allowed to go. It
did not matter that I had ain important case
in Court. It was a matter of no importance
that I1 left his office in a most nervous state,
and emotionally upset. I had said something
which he had taken exception to, and I1 must
be punished. It was of no importance that
the report had already passed through In-
epector Coppinger's hands and Inspector
Lewis's hands first and they had said nothing.
When it came to the pinch they both admitted
they had nut had time to rend it, so I was left
to take what was coming. I now feel that no
matter how I beat Mr. Doyle on paper, I will
lbe the loser in the end an~d that he will ulti-
mately win. As a matter of fact, this lnst
episode has almost got me down, and I have
been thinking very seriously of getting out and
into something else. It is pretty tough after
putting nearly 185 years into a Job and working
hard, to receive treatment like this. If I bad
a record of any kind it might he different, but
I have never had a stain onl my character while
with the Department.

I feel that Mr. Doyle and Mr. Lewis repre-
sent a spirit which must be kept under,
namely that of the rule by fear. T feel that
in their treatment of the men under them, they
both border on the margin of sadism, especi-
ally Mr. Doyle. I am sure from watching his
face and eyes on my visit to his office on the
10/4/47 that he was deliberately baiting meIand enjoying the sensation. I feel that such- a
man is not fit to hold such a position. it
might have been quite the thing in Ireland
during the late Victorian era, but it is not
wanted in a free Australia of 1947. (Signed:
G. Winning.)

Heare is a statement signed by Clarence
Grossman.

The Minister for Housing: Will you con-
nect this up with the motion for the pro-
duction of the papers relating to-Sergeant
Keudalli

Mr. YATES: Yes. All the statements
submitted under this motion hinge on the
final report I am putting in regarding Ser-
geant Kendall's inquiry. I consider that
he was the only man in the Force who had
the courage to stand up for his rights.
These other men arc hacking up his state-
ments; and the reason Sergeant Kendall's
ease is the only one dealt with in the terms
of the motion is that he has submitted in-

formation to me which I have passed on to
the Minister and which affects him only.
But all these statements materially affect
the whole of the Force and its admiinistra-
tion and the policy of the Government in
the future regarding appointments, promo-
tions and transfers. I feel that this in-
formation should be divulged.

Mrj. Hoar: There should be an inquiry!

Mr-. YATES: This statement reads-
I am a Detective Con stable of Police at

present a member of the OJE.., Perth.
I am respectfully asking that a full inquiry

he held, to investigate the control and admin-
istration of the WV.A. Police Force tinder the
piresent Commissioner of Police John Doyle.

Since Doyle obtained his present rank, the
Police Force here has becume a hotbed of
unrest and dissatisfaction, which extends
throughout all branches.

This disgraceful state of affairs is not
wholly the result of had conditions we work
under, but more due to the shoching dictatorial
methods and attitudec on the part of Doyle.

Any person, with only the ordinar-v degree
of intelligence, knows that no human being tan
work capably or efficiently xvhilit bring treated
like a dog, or whilst he thus nurses a grievance,
but this is the condition that Doyle expects
the men to work uinder.

Theru is a limit ta the aily use of all forms
of pinpricking and intimidatory methods and
the constant harassing that Doyle subjects the
men to, often through the miediumi of weak
inspetors, ont whom he is using exactly the
same methods.

I have seenr inspectors become practically
-nervous wrecks, after contact and interviews
w.,ith Doyle, as they know that if they do not
go the way he wishes them to go, then they
themselves will be his victim.

The power that ho holds over the men is suech
that he can, and has on a number of occasionsm,
forced men back into retrograde departments,
and even out of the Farce, as he did in the
cases of Det. Sergt. Penrose and Inspector
Read.

Read intended staying on until 63 years of
age, but he informed me that Doyle was driv-
ing him nearly insane, and he was counting
the days till he reached 60 years of age and
then he was getting out as he could not stand
Doyle any longer.

I can say that insofar as the main body of
the men arc concerned, they regarded Read nq
anl efficient Inspector and no other body of
detectives had worked harder than when under
his jurisdiction, but Doyle had him that way
that he hardly knew sometimes what he was
doing.

Such conditions existing at present in the
C.I.B. are just the reverse.

There are now, thanks to Doyle's cunning
move, two inspectors in charge of the C.I.
Branch, Lewis and Brevet Inspector Blight.
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I might mention that Detective-Sergeant
Lewis has been replaced by Inspector Find-
lay and Detective-Sergeant Lewis was
transferred to Fremnantle. This statement
was made out prior to that transfer. It
continues-

Both are giving orders and instructions to
the muen, and each has no knowledge of what
the other is doing. 'Thus orders given by one
are countermanded by the other causing fric-
tion and chaos. Blight refers to Lewis, whilst
speaking to junior detectives, as ''That
pommy b-'' and like remarks. The morale
of the G.T.E. at present can be well imagined.

We are a]) aware thant the reason for this
state of affairs is to create chaos, so that

.Doyle will have aa excuse to get rid of Lewis
out of the C.T.13, and put Blight in charge
under full inspector's rank, and this wvill givn
Doyle exclusive control of the G.T.B. Then
woe hetide anyone in it, that Doyle wnts to
get rid of. With Blight assisting, this would
be an easy problem for Doyle to bring to
fruition.

Brevet Rank Blight has had a charmed life
aince Doyle attained power, and it is common
knowledge that Blight boasts that he has
''something on Doyle.''

Doyle has personally told mec that he thinks
Read as an inspector was inefficient, but to
see Lewis, floundering, in an endeavour to run
the 0.1.18. with the present set up, all stacked
against him by the Blight-Doyle combination,
is more than nauseating to the members of the
Gi.B

Unfortunately, is this oppressing system
continues, men become abject, and some big
proportion of them are seared to voice their
honest opinions openly. This is more than
obvious to us who are tied hand end foot
by the Police Regulations under which Doyle,
if he so wishes, can make or break any man
undd; his control. He can transfer a man
without explanation, giving him lower rank,
all ''in the interest of the service.'' T know
of actual cases when men have been castigated
and transferred owing to domestic troubles
they have had, one of whom had separated
from a wife who would not give a divorce to
him, in consequence of which lie was living
with a lady he intended marrying when he
could. There is an old adage that says, ''Let
him who is without sin cast the first atonte.'
It is knowrn throughout the Force that Com-
missioner Doyle's private affairs leave much
to be desired, but with him, it is apparently a
case of ''Don't do what T do, do what I say
you shall do.''

Doyle wants everyone to humble himself to
him, and even insists that men in plain clothes
shall raise their lists to him (a distinct breach
of Police Regulations). When any man sticks
up for his rights such as asking for his just
dues, he is referred to b7 Doyle ais a trouble
maker, who wants disciplining, and a transfer
is threatened.

The Minister for Housing: I do not
think this has anything to do with the
administration of the Police Force.

Mr. YATES: Very well, I will finish at
that. The statement continues in a similar
strain to the others. I have statements
from many members of the Police Force,
and they are all signed. No-one knows
better than a policeman what it means
to sign a document, because it is part
of his work to obtain statements signed
by people in various walks of life, either
in relation to an offence or an accident
and so on. Policemen know wvhat they
are doing when they sign their names
to documents. Referring back to Sergeant
Kendall, the original statements he gave
contained a precis of his activities with
the Force extending over 25 years, and at
no time did anyone in the Police Depart-
ment say that he was transferred for in-
efficiency. He was transferred for the good
of the service. In the ''Police Gazette''
of the 17th September, 1947, we find the
following under the heading, "'Proposed

'Notification is hereby given that the names
of the uindernmentioned members of the Pollee
Force have beeni selected by the Selection
Board for promotion, and will he duly sub-
mitted to the next meeting of the Promotional
Board for confirmation or otherwise, in
accordlance with Police Regulation 113 (e).

The '"Gazette'' contains a list of first-class,
second-class, and third-class inspectors, and
then we find among those recommended to
be first-class sergeants the names of
second-class Sergeant A. C. Cooper; second-
class Sergeant J. M. O'Brien; and third-
class Sergeant G. R. Kendall. The Selee-
tion Board nominated the last named for
appointment as a first-class sergeant. In
ease he failed on that, he was included in
the next group to be a second-clasrs ser-
geant. These names were selected by
the board which sits to select the various
members of the Police Force for pro-
motion in the ranks. It generally bases
its deci.sions on efficiency. Seniority has a
lot of hearing, and also whether a man
would make good in the higher positions.
The Police Selection Board in that case
consisted of Chief Inspector Tettetington,
in place of the Commissioner of Police,
who -was absent in the Eastern States ac-
cording to information I have received and
have no reason to disbelieve. In addition,



930 (ASSEMBLY.]

there were Inspectors Cameron, Nicholson been unconstitutional inasmuch as the
and Rowbottom.

The Police Promotional Board sat on the
2nd December to deal with the promotions
nominated by the Selection Board in the
''Police Gazette.'' It is usual at the Police
Promotional Hoard for the inspectors, with
the exception of the one in the North-
West, to come to Perth to meet for the
purpose of fixing or recommending the new
appointments. On that particular pro-
motions board sat two brevet inspectors
and the board, after dealing wvith all the
names mentioned in the list, excluded
Detective-Sergeant Kendall from any pro-
motion-at that time he was Sergeant Ken-
dall-although he had been recommended
by the Selection Hoard to be placed in the
highest category possible-that of first-class
sergeant. Just prior to the month elapsing,
the Commissioner returned from the East-
ern States. He called a meeting of the
C.I.B. one morning, at which practically
the whole staff attended. He explained
to them the new system of general pro-
motions, wvhereby detectives instead of
seeking promotion in their own branch, as
bad always been the case, could be nomin-
ated for promotion into the uniform branch
when their numerical term came on the
list.

Detectives, in spite of being nominated
for promotion on the general list, which
meant going back into uniform, could,' if
they so desired, forgo that promotion and
elect to remain in the 4C.I.B. and take their
chance on gaining promotion there. If a
detective did forgo that promotion, how-
ever, it meant that other men, either in the
detective office or in the uniform branch,
actually junior to them, would automati-
cally jump over their heads as promotion
came around. Mr. Doyle stated that in his
absence a list of nominations had been
issued in the namnes of Detective-Sergeants
Flanagan and Smith, and that the names
of Detective-Sergeants Pilmer and John-
son had for some reason been omitted from
the list. He stated that the Selection Board
had been unconstitutional, and that a fresh
list would be issued and published in the
'Gazette.''

It is claimed by the members of the
Force concerned that the Commissioner, in
his absence, found that the name of Ken-
daDl had been placed on the list for pro-
motion, and he stated that the board had

Commissioner was not sitting on it, when
he must have knowvn before he -went away
that the Chief Inspector, acting as the
Commissioner of Police, would be discharging
all the duties normally carried out by the
Commissioner. I believe that legal opinion
was obtained-it was against him-that the
board was constituted correctly. Getting
back to this meeting at the C.I.B., after
the Commissioner had told the men of the
new system of promotions, he asked all
those whoi were not in favour of it to step
forward, or put up their hands. We can
just imagine the feelings of the men. No-
one stepped forward or put up his hand,
and when the Commissioner asked if they
were in favour of the new set-up, they
agreed to it. But they were not very happy,
either within the C.I.B. or outside, about
the new system.

A supplementary list was later published
in the "Gazette'' showing the additional
names, two in number, of Detective-Set-
reants Pilmer and Johnson. Members will
note that the names of Detective-Sergeants
Flanagan and Smith were omitted. I have
a copy of the ''Police Gazette" and it does
not show their names, although the first
two are mentioned. Owing to the fact that
Sergeant Kendall came on before 'Pilmer
and Johnson, no further promotions were
dealt with. Just after that the board dis-
banded and their promotions were not pro-
ceeded with-that is, the men following
Sergeant Kendall were deleted from the
list. Sergeant Kendall appealed *three
times through the normal channels to the
various committees that are set up in the
Police Department to deal with any man
who has a grievance against the promotion
of another officer.

In every case an offier must appeal
against the appointment of someone who
has gone in before him. There is nothing
personal in it; it is just a matter of pro-
cedure. In this particular case, Sergeant
Kendall three times appealed against the
promotion of another man because, all
things being equal, Kendall should have
been appointed in his place. I eventually
approached the Minister regarding the posi-
:tion and, after a lot of discussion, he
agreed that an independent inquiry would
be set up to deal with the allegations made
by Sergeant Kendall, and the facts that I
had placed before him. He finally ap-
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pointed Mr. H. D. Moseley to take charge
of the inquiry-cal it a departmental in-
quiry-into the "demotion"' of Sergeant
Kendall. I asked the Minister whether the
man could have counsel and bring his
witnesses.

Sergeant Kendall was given a maximum
of 18 hours in which to prepare his case.
He would have to arrange for witnesses
to come down from various parts of the
country, but the magistrate conducting the
ease stated that he was going to proceed
with it immediately and that Kendall
would have to manage -with the witnesses
he had. He did have a number there, and
from them the magistrate selected, I think,
five witnesses, or, after hearing live, decided
he had heard enough. It has been stated
to me that Mr. Moseley did not take down
any evidence. He made a few notes on
the evidence submitted to him, and five
files were presented by the Commissioner
and put in against Sergeant Kendall. Mr.
Moseley is allegea to have said, "I am
having nothing to do with the five files sub-
mitt~d by the Commissioner. There is
nothing in them. I am wiping my hands
completely of them and I intend to sub-
mit my report to the Attorney General on
the evidence of Sergeant Kendall's wit-
nesses.''

He said that if Kendall could not prove
the case with five of the 20 witnesses who
were present, he would not he able to
prove anything, and after listening to five
of them, he did not want to hear anything
further. In addition, it is stated that he
gave no indication that the inquiry would
go against Kendall, and in fact led one to
believe, by his remarks, that the case was
in Kendall's favour. Kendall's vacancy
at the C.I.B. was kept open for 14 months.
It was eventually filled by Detective-Ser-
geant F. Jones, at the end of that period.
Such a long lapse of time before the fill-
ing of a vacancy has never before been
known in the Police Force, and I suggest
there must have been something in the
mind of the Minister that led him to be-
lieve all was not right concerning the "de-
motion" of this officer, so that the posi-
tion was kept open for that long period
before a final decision was reached in the
ease. That inquiry took place last Decem-
ber. I allowed a certain period to elapse,
taking into 'account the fact that it was
Christmas time and that the magistrate,

Mr. Moseley, was then working on the
Royal Commission on Housing.

I eventually rang the Minister for
-Police and asked what was the result of
the inquiry. I did not get a very satis-
factory reply, but he told me that be wan
handing over the portfolio of Minister for
Police to Mr. Parker, and that I would
have to contact that gentleman in future
regarding police matters. I then ap-
proached Mr. Parker about this document
and, as it was an inquiry held at my in-
stigation, I felt I was entitled to read the
report as submitted by Mr. Moseley. From
that day to this I have not been able to
find o-ut what is in the report. The Min-
ister would not let me peruse it at any
time.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

Hon. E. H. H. Hall; Were you refused
permiusion

Mr. YATES: Yes, on at least two oc-
easions, the last of which was approxi-
mately three weeks ago in this House,
when I again asked the Minister could I
peruse the file and he said definitely that
I could not. Questions were then asked
in the House, one by me and one by the
member for Northam, as to the reasons
given in the Kendall case by 'Mr. Moseley.
Offhand, I think the answer given was
that the transfer was justified. I am of
opinion that there is much more in the
report than just those few words. The
inquiry was fairly lengthy and Mr. Mose-
Icy is a man skilled in police work, who
has been associated with the Police Depart-
ment over many years. There must have
been something in that inquiry when, after
listening to five of the 20 witnesses, he
was Convinced that he did not want to hear
any more, and from the few points given
to me by those who attended the inquiry,
I know they thought from the remarks of
Mr. Moseley that the inquiry appeared to
be going in Kendall's favour.

I understand he said there was no truth
in the statement submitted by the Com-
missioner regarding the five files which
evidently formed the basis of the Com-
missioner's findings against Kendall in the
original "demotion." That is why, after
this long period, I have brought the matter
before the House. The statements I have
received have come from men with long
experience in the Police Force. T know
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they have been loyal officers and that they
have given of their best to this State. They
have risen from the ranks of uniformed
constables, in some cases to the rank of
detective sergeaqt, first class. One man
in particular has had 25 years' service, and
can speak three languages.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Including Aus-
tralian!

Mr. YATES: He is also mentioned in
one of the statements that I have not bad
opportunity of reading. He has been
shelved, in the matter of promotion, from
time to time. Things have not been al-
together of a happy nature in the Police
Force. I refer principally to a report in
"The West Australian" of the 1st Sep-
tember, 1944, where the heading is "Police
Affairs," followed by "Gestapo Methods.
Serious Discontent Alleged.'' The article
goes on to criticise the Commissioner of
Police, then Mr. D. Hunter, and his methods
of control of the Police Force. It was
touched on during the debate on the
Address-in-reply in the Legislative Council
b)y Hon. H. S. WV. Parker. It goes on to
enumerate inquiry hoard happenings, which
happened to concern the detective-ser-
geant I have just mentioned, and who gave
such loyal service in the Police Force.

This maqn had been vietimised, and Mr.
Parker was defending him. Throughout the
years, that man has not been ahie to get
much further ahead, and I fear he will
not unless a complete inquiry is held into
the present administration of the West-
era Australian Police Force, and a new
basis upon which the future policy of the
Force can be established, with an inquiry
into the methods of promotion within the
Police Force, an inquiry as to whether
brevet ranks are desirable within the Police
Force, and an inquiry into the set-up of
the police promotions hoard and the selec-
tion board. When those things are done,
I feel our Police Force will know where
it stands. That would be preferable to
the present method of promotion. I sag-
rest that we revert to the system used in
the A.I.F. where officers gained promotion
on seniority up to the rank of major, and
above that rank on selection by the divi-
mortal commander or OXO.C., if necessary.

If a man has the requisite qualifications
to be admitted into the 'Police Force and

has passed his probationary period and can
prove, af ter a period to be fxed, that he
is efficient and able to carry out the duties
not only as constable but as sergeant, he
should receive promotion on his seniority.
When it comes to selecting men to be in-
spectors, there should be a different method
used. Men should not automatically go to
that position unless it can be proved, as
was done in the A.I.F., that they have
outstanding qualifications that will enable
them to do the work. In the Police Force
for the rank of inspector a an should
have qualifications enabling him not only
to assist in administration but perhaps one
day to take over control of the Force. Of
the hundreds of men in the Police Force,
obviously not all would be capable of be-
coming commissioners.

Many would have certain disabilities that
would appear in later life. That is why
I think the appointment of police in-
spectors should be on the lines I have
suggested, or by some other method that
could be devised to give satisfactioia to
the rank and file of the Force. I stated
thait there was nothing against Sergeant
Kendall's character on his police file. It
has been admitted that he was a good mian.
I am not going to read the names of the men
who have been p~romoted recently but I will
leave it to the Hfouse to decide whether they
should have been promoted over the head of
a mall such as Sergeant Kendall. The fol-
lowing ate the records of some of the men
who have been promoted:

A 1st class Sergeant: Convicted in Perth
Police Court on a charge of assault. Fined
£5 and costs.

A 3rd class Sergeant: A ce-respondent in a
divorce proceedings with name plastered over
all local papers. Previously passed over for
promnotion on account of this.

A 3rd class Sergeant: Whilst stationed at
Meekering, conduct far from being exemplary.
An affair with a married woman. Local larri-
kins took the police station sign board away
from the Police Station, and erected it outside
of the residence of his lady friend, to the utter
disgust of the local residents.

Hon. A. H. Panton. Ta that all on their
filesT

Mr. YATES: To continue--
A 3rd class Sergeant: Transferred from

Pillaging Staff, Fremantle, for ''neglect of
duty." Later appointed to Plain Clothes
Branch hut was subsequently transferred hack
to uniform after suinmons for debt had been
served on him.
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A 3rd class Sergeant: A bad record for
drunkenness. Last occasion found in a drunken
condition on duty-wvas speechless and unable
to state where lie lived. Convicted and
fined £3.

Mr. Brady: Are these recent promotions
within the Police Fore?

Mr. YATES: If a man in the Police
Force is convicted of a minor offence, I be-
lieve that after five years, reference to it is
expunged from his record. I do not know
how old the offences are to which I have re-
ferred, but I do know that they are knowvn
to the Commissioner and to his senior in-
spectors who do the promoting. If Sergeant
Kendall bad had reference of such an
offence on his fie he would not have a leg to
stand on because it would be said he had a
had record for drunkenness and that his pro-
motion could not be recommended. He had
nothing of that nature against him, yet these
men were promoted over his head. Whether
the offences are recorded on their personal
files I do not know. It grieves me greatly to
have to keep to the motion because I could
say quite a lot on police affairs generally.
My remarks would deal with drunken drivers
who have been picked up on the roads,
driving while drank.

Hlon. A. H. Penton: Members of the
Police Force?

Mr. YATES: No, not policemen but
civilians who have been abie to escape
drunken driving charges and often have es-
caped going before a magistrate. I know the
case of one lawyer, who offered a bribe of
£70 to he paid to the Police Boys' Club if
the charge of driving while drunk was re-
duced tW that of dangerous driving. There
is the ease of anot~her man who was piuked
up in Cottesloe close to the Police Station
after a collision. He was definitely drunk
yet his name did not appear in the Press,
and he walked out of the police station
without even paying the bail money.

The Minister for Housing: Those are
irrelevant matters.

Mr. SPEAKER: These cases are outside
the motion. Unless the him. member can
bring them into the motion he cannot pro-
ceed.

Mr. YATES: I have brought in enough
to let members know of the compaints re-
garding dissatisfaction in the Police Force
with promotions, etc., but there are many
other things that require investigation.

On motion by the Minister for Housing,
debate adjourned.

PAPERS-COLLIE COAL.
As to Black Diamond Lease.

HOX. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[8.23): I move-

Tha-, all papers dealing with the acquisition
of the coal leases-known as Black Diamond-
by thc Electricity Commission, and the subse-
quent handing hack of these leases to the
Amalgamated Collieries Company, be laid upon
the Table of the Rouse.

Before leaving for overseft the Leader of
the Opposition made a number of unsuccess-
ful attempts to obtain an opportunity ta
peruse the papers referred to in this
motion. He made his first attempt directly
through the Minister for Mines. He went
to see the Minister at the appointed time
and on the appointed day and was banded:
some papers which, after perusal, he found,,
by no stretch of the imagination could be,
considered as the more relevant and snore
important papers in connection with this
matter. While still at the Minister's office
he asked if the more important papers
could be made available to him for perusal!
After waiting some moments while the
necessary inquiry was made through a clerk
to the Minister he was advised that the
papers were at the Attorney General's office
and were receiving attention from Crown
Law officers, and consequently could not be
made available.

He made a request that, as soon as the
papers in question were available, they
should either be sent to him or that he
should be given an opportunity of again
goingr to the Minister's office for the pur-
pose of studying them. That opportunity
was never given. The Leader of the Oppo-
sitior then placed questions upon the notice
paper asking that the papers be tabled in
order that be, as well as other members,
might have an opportunity to study them.
The reply to the question put forward by
the Leader of the Opposition was that the
papers in question were not to be tabled.
Subsequently I understand, the Premier did
suggest to the Leader of the Oprosition
that he should move a motion asking for
the fabling of the papers and if that were
done they would most probably, or pn~sihly,
be tabled.

The Premier: That is the usual provedure.
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lion. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is not the
usual procuedure. I know of dozens of in,
stances where Ministers have given mem-
bers an opportunity to study departmental
files in the office of the Minister, and I am
sure that the Premier knows of several
others of that sort as well. However, for
some reason which up to the present is quite
unknown to me, the Government is insist-
ing upon a motion being moved for the tab-
ling of the papers before any member may
have an opportunity to study them.

The State Electricity Commission was
constituted under an Act of Parliament
passed in 1945. Under the provisions of
the Act, the Commission was given ex-
trenmely important powers in respect to the
generation and distribution of electric cur-
rent. By Section 29, the Commission was
given, amongst other powers, authority to
open, establish, supervise, operate and main-
tain workings for the production of coal
or mineral oil, briquetting works, end
by-product recovery works. It was also
given power to supply, sell and dispose of
electricity, coal, pulverised coal, oil, bri-
quettes or any by-products of its works
and undertakings. In addition, it was given
legal authority to take on lease or sub-lease
any coalnuine or coalmining lease or land
hearing coal or shale or mineral oil deposits
within the State with a view to working
the same and producing coal or' mineral oil
therefrom.

There can he no doubt that complete legal
authority exists within the provisions of
the State Electricity Commission Act of
1945 to enable the Commission to take pos-
session of coal lenses and subsequently to
develop coal deposits for its own require-
ments and, if thought desirable, for the fur-
flier pur-pose of making coal available to
other Government departments and private
businesses and individuals who might re-
quire it.

The previous; Government, in accordance
with its policy of establishing the Commis-
sin and in accordance with the legal auth-
ority set out in the Act, decided to reserve
to) the Commission the coal areas in the
Collie district known as the Black Diamond
leases. Previously these leases were held
in the name of Amalgamated Collieries Ltd.
The members of the previous Government
considered that it was necessary to give the
Commission coal deposits of its own so that
it might be able, either to produce coal in

a direct way for itself, or to employ con-
tractors to produce coal for it, thus ob-
viating the heavy intermediary charge that
the Commission would have to pay if it
were compelled to purchase its coal require-
mentIs from a coalmining company carrying
on operations in the ordinary way to pro-
duce a profit for its shareholders. We con-
sidered that the Commission, being an en-
tirely new body and starting from scratch,
would be very heavily handicapped in its
later operations if there were imposed upon
it a much higher cost for each ton of coal
it needed than would be necessary if the
Commission were in a direct way to pro-
duce its own requirements,

Our main thought in that direction
centred on the proposed electric scheme for
the South-West and Great Southern dis-
tricts. We considered that if the Commis-
sion could make arrangements to produce
its own coal requirements from land com-
prised in leases held by it, it would
thereby save anything from 5s. to l0s.
per ton in the price it would pay for coal.
We, as members of the Government, were
naturally anxious to enable the Commission
to do this ini order that it might pass on to
consumers of electric power in those districts
the benefits in lower charges for electric
current. Otherwise, the Commission obvi-
ousil would have to pass on in its charges
for current the prices it had to pay for the
coal necessary to carry on its undertaking.
In brief, we felt-and members of the Com-
Mission also felt-that it would be better to
give the advantages to the Commission's
consumers rather then to Amalgamated Col-
lieijes Ltd. and its shareholders, or to some
other comnpanly and its shareholders.

At that time we had before us the very
successful experience in a similar field of
tha State Electricity Commission of Victoria,
so it could not he said that we or the Conm-
mtssion were setting out on something that
was eutirely new, on a course that was in
no way chartered, or on a road that would
be sure to lead to great losses to the Commis-
sion and its consumers. I think every mem-
ber is sufficiently aware of the remarkable
progress and success of the activities of the
State Electricity Commission in Victoria
to make it unnecessary for me to detail the
measure of success that has been achieved,
except to say that the Victorian Commission
for many years has, in a direct way,
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operated its own coal deposits and produced
its own coal requirements, thus escaping
the need for paying the very much increased
charge for its requirements that it would
have had to pay had it been purchasing from
a private company operating in the ordinary
way to make profits.

After the previous Government had re-
served the Black Diamond leases to the Com-
mission-the leases had previously belonged
to Amalgamated Collieries. Ltd.-the Com-
mission set to work-to develop a programme
for testing the extent of the coal deposits on
land covered by the leases. So far as I am
aware, 'Amalg-amated Collieries Ltd., al-
though it had controlled this land for a con-
.siderable period, had mode no conclusive
attempt to prove the extent of the coal that
might be under the surface. Members of
the Commission, after consulting with the
appropriate technical officers of the Mines
Department, considered that the land com-
prised in these leases offered a reasonable
prospect of the discovery of substantial de-
posits of coal which in all probability could
be worked sucessfully by what are known,
in the field of coalmining, as open-cut
methods. In due course, the Commission set
to work to carry out a boring programme on
the land for the purpose of ascertaining be-
yond any shadow of doubt whether it con-
tained sufficient coal to warrant the Commis-
sion opening it up for coal production.

According to replies given in this House
this week by the Minister for Works to
questions asked by the member for Mur-
ebison, the Commission expended £2,660 in
the putting down of 68 bores for the pur-
p~ose of ascertaining at what depth coal
might be obtained and the quantities in
which it might be obtained. I rather think
that the expenditure of £2,660 given by the
Minister for Works in his answer is not the
total expenditure met by the Commission in
connection with its activities covering these
leases. In any event, it is clear that the
Commission did expend out of its funds
nearly £3,000 to test the field and it is also
certain that the tests made by the Commis-
Sion were successful because they proved
that coal could be obtained at varying depths
and in sufficient quantities to warrant the
Commission developing the leases so as to
produce at least its own coal requirements.

In March of last year, whilst the Corn-
mission was still busy over its planis for the

develo~ment of these leases, a change of
Government took place and not many weeks
elapsed before members of the previous
Government were shocked, and members of
the general public were surprised, to read
in the newspapers of a decision made by the
Goverument to hand these leases back to
Amalgamated Collieries of Western Aus-
tralia. By various methods since that date
memberst of the previous Government 'ave
trieud to ascertain the real reason for the
new (loverninent's decision; and the reasons
griven from time to time have varied and
also have been contradictory. We have not
been allowed up to this stage to obtain any
information whatever from the Governmuent
as to the advice, if any, which the State
Eljectricity Commission gave to the Govern-
ment on this matter. We have not even been
able -to ascertain whether the Government
showed the Commission the courtesy of seek-
ig its views and advice. The probability isi
that the Government ignored entirely the.
members of the Commission. The Govern-~
meat, as a Government, would of course-
have been entitled to ignore the Commis-
sion, but if that course were followed by the-
Government it is one which, in the circum-
stances, was completely inexcusable.

The first excuse or reason offered on be-
half of the Government for this decision
was that Amalgamated Collieries possessed
the equipment required to develop an open-
cut on the leases, whereas the State Elec-
tricity Commission had no equipment of any
kind to carry out a similar work. That was;
the reason given to the public by the Min-
later for Mines when his statement cover-
ing the Government's decision was pub-
lished in "The West Australian." The Min-
ister's statement could not have been the
reason at all, as it was not true. As a
matter of fact, as more than one member
of the House knew at the time, and still
knows, Amalgamated Collieries -has no
equipment of its own suitable for th- de-
relopment of an open-cut. Therefore, it
was in exactly the same position b- that
respect as was the State Electricity C'om-
miss ion, except that, I should say, the (om-
mission was in a better position to obtain
the requisite machinery than was th- com-
pany.

At that time and for some considrirable
time previously the company had L-en
obtaining coal from open-cuts in the Conllie
district; but it was being produced Err the
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tompany by contractors employed by it.
ODne firm was Bell Bros, and I think Wake-
lam Bros. the other. Each of those firms
owned sufficient of the requisite machinery
to enable it to produce coal for Amal-
gamated Collieries on two different open-
cuts then being worked in the Collie dis-
trict. So it is obvious that the State Elec-
tricity Commission could quite easily have
negotiated with Bell Bros or Wakelam Bros.
to enter into a contract to produce coal from
the proposed open-cut on the Black Diamond
coal leases, in order to sell direct to the
Commission, in just the same way as Amal-
gamated Collieries had been using the same
system for the two open-cuts which were
already being worked, and in just the same
way as the company is operating a similar
system in connvption with works now being
carried out for Amalgamated Collieries on
the Black Diamond coal leases.

The only differdnce-and it is a very
vital differene-is that Bell Brothers, with
their plant and equipment, will produce
coal from the open-cut at the Black Diamond
leases and will sell it to Amalgamated Col-
lieries Ltd. at a profit, and then Amalga-
mated Collieries will sell the same coal to
the Electricity Commission at another profit.
'The State Electricity Commission, therefore,
'will be paying a double profit; whereas if
the Commission had been permitted, as the
previous Government had intended, to make
its own arrangements to obtain its own coal
from these leases, there would bave been,
at the most, only one charge payable, and
that would have been to Bell Brothers.
Amalgamated Collieries would not have come
into the picture in any shape or form.

So the effect of the decision of the pre-
sent Government to reverse entirely the
policy of! the previous Government and the
policy of the Commission, has been to im-
pose a much heavier expenditure on the
Commission in the purchase of its coal re-
quirements; and because of that, to impose
in the future a much heavier charge on the
eonssmera of electric power fromi the Com-
mission on account of the higher cost that
uiill 'be involved in the production of that
power. 'When the Minister for Mines found
that the reason he had advanced f~r the de-
cision of the Government could not be sub-
stantiated, he dropped it fairly quickly and
sought to put forward other reasons or
excuses to justify its action in the matter.

The second reason or excuse he submitted
was that the Government would have been
compelled, either voluntarily or by law, to
pay to Amalgamated Collieries a huge sum
in compensation if the Government and the
Electricity Commission persisted in the
policy of developing the leases and produc-
ig coat therefrom without the company
being allowed to obtain a profit from its
production. I understand the Minister for
Mines based his contention upon the fact
that portion of the land contained within
these leases is freehold land and therefore
the absolute property of the company. I
am not sufficiently well informed on that
point at this stage to be able to argue de-
cisively about it; but when the Govern-
ment has placed all the papers in connection
with this matter on the Table of the House,
I and other members will be in a position to
study them closely and take such subse-
quent action as is thought desirable or neces-
sary.

I think it is correct to say, howcver, that
most of the land within these leases is
under the direct control of the Mines De-
partment and not freehold land owned by
Amalgamated Collieries Or anyone else.
The Minister for Mines, at a public meet-
ing at Collie, suggested that the company
had informed him and the Government that
its claim for compensation in this matter,
if the Government did not hand all the
leases back to the company, would be in the
vicinity of £100,000:

Mr. Marshall: What for?
Hion. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister

wvent on to say that no GovernmenIt Could
possibly face a claim of that magnitude,
because it was roughly the same as the
total amount of coal it was expected could
be produced from these leases. The Minis-
ter did suggest that, if the case were taken
to court,' the company probably would not
get the full amount of its claim; but ho
and other members of the Government
feared the -company might be awarded a
fairly large sum. So that became the ex-
cuse or the reason which the Minister for
Mines put forward why the Government
cancelled the reservation of these leases to
the State Electricity Commission and
handed them hack to the company. When
he was solidly challenged at the meeting
on that point, he finally took refuge in the
claim that the decision of the Government
was made because it did not believe in
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Socialism and was in no way prepared to
produce coal as a Government or through
any Government instrumentality.

So if the Premier or any Minister of the
Government takes part in this debate, I do
ask that the real reason why the Govern-
ment made the decision it did in this matter
might be clearly stated to the House and
to the country. If the decision was based
on its disbelief in Socialism or any activi-
ties smaAing of Socialism, it is a remark-
able thing that the Government's policy
differs drastically in this regard from that
of the Liberal-Country Party Government
in Victoria and the Liberal-Country Party
Government in South Australia. In Vic-
toria, as I said earlier, there is a State
Electricity Commission. That Commission
has been operating successfully and on a
very large scale in that State for manny
years. Fairly recently the new Liberal-
Country Party Government in Victoria
introduced legislation to increase the eapi-
talisation of the Commission there by an
amount of, I think, at least £20,000,000, to
enable the Commission to develop more
coal deposits and to carry out further capi-
tal works in connection with the genera-
tion and distribution of electric powver in
Victoria.

So whilst the Liberal-Country Party
Government in Victoria is going in for
Socialism in the field of electric power
generation and distribution in a very large
way, a similar Government in this State
'refuses to allow its own State Electricity
Commission to have the opportunity to
produce its own coal requirements in order
that it might benefit consumers. The
Commission would not want to produce its
,own coal requirements, either with its own
equipment or through a contractor, such us
Bell Bros., except for two reasons, the first
being to ensure, as far as is humanly pos-
sible, the continuity of sufficient supplies
of c-cal for its needs, and the second, to
obtain those supplies at the lowest possible
cost. The South Australian Government has
been working for several months now on
the development of coal deposits at a centre
known as Leigh Creek. That Government
did not try to get a private company to
carry out this development work and pro-
ductio~n, but set out to do it itself.

The Attorney General: How do yen know
it did not try?

The Minister for Housing:- I shall have a
word on that. I have just come from Ade-
laide. The hon. member has come from
Adelaide, too.

Ron. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: That is right.
If the South Australian Government did in
the beginning try to get a private company
to undertake this work, it failed. If the
argument is to be put forward that because
it tried, first of all, to get a private com-
pany lo undertake the work, it proves it was
not in favour of taking on socialism-if that
is the right term-in any shape or form,
then I think it can be completely destroyed
by the fact that the Government of that
State, not so miany months ago, took over
completely, by Act of Parliament, the assets.
of the Adelaide Electricity Co., which was.
a private company and had for many years
generated and distributed all the electrical
power in the metropolitan area of South
Australia, and through many parts of the
country districts of that State.

I put forward these points to indicate
that there are Governments, other than
Labour Governments, in Australia which are
prepared, in the p~ublic interest, to under-
take in a direct way the production of coal
for use in connection with electrical power
undertakings, and also to carry on those
power undertakings as complete State-
owne units so that the great public utility
of generating and distributing electrical
power will, all thie time, be under complete
public control. I mentioned earlier that
roughly 120,000 tons of coal per annum are
likely to be produceed from this open-cut
which is being developed on the Black Dia-
mond leases. I am quite positive that if the
State Electricity Commission had been given
the right by the Government to make a con-
tract with Bell Bros. to produce coal from
that open-cut, for direct sale to the Com-
mission, it would have obtained the coal for
at least 5s. a ton less than it will now have to
pay because of the fact that it will have to
hand over to Amalgamated Collieries Ltd. a
double or second profit.

If the saving were to be only 5s. a toii,
it wvould, on the basis of 120,000 tons of
coal a year, mean approximately £30,000
per annum to the Commission. I suggest
to the Government that that is a substantial
saving and one which is worthy of the prac-
tice by the present Government of even a
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small amount of socialism, if that is the
correct term. As a matter of fact, this stand
by the present Government on the "no
socialism" platform is a hit silly, and
thoroughly amuting, because, if the work of
the Government since it came into office is
(IOSeely studied, it will be found that most
of its activities have been in connection with
the fnrtherance of socialism of some kind
or other in Western Australia.

Mr. Bovell: You have a fertile imaginia-
tion.

lion. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: No. It is not
correct for the member for Sussex to sug-
gest that 1 have a fertile imagination. All
I think I have is the ability to observe those
things that are clearly to be seen. I am
surprised the hion. member has not that
ability. I suggest the Government cannot
possibly justify its action in connection with
these leases, I am surprised the Mfinister
for Works has never said anything in this
House, or anywhere else, about this matter
because, in addition to being Minister for
Works, he is the 'Minister in charge of the
State Electricity Commission. It is certain
that the future work of the Commission has
bp-en struck a fairly injurious blow by the
dicision of the Government to refuse to
allow it to proceed with its plans to de-
velop coal on the Black Diamond leases, or
any portion of them.

I know it wag suggested, when this mat-
ter was previously discussed in the House,
that the State Electricity Commission might
not he able to produce coal as cheaply as
Amalgamated Collieries will he able to sell
it to the Commission, when that company
is producingo coal from this open-cut. The
siigcestion there, of course, was that the
State Electricity Commission would not be
able to operate nearly as efficiently or eCo-

nnically aS Would the company. I think
anyone who has studied the work of this
company on the eoalfields will know that its
methods have not been the acme of efficiency
or economy. The member for Collie, in his
s9peech the other night on the Address-in-
-reply debate, made that very clear to us.

Air. Styants: The Royal Commissioner did
not think too much of them, either.

H~on. A. Ri. G1. HAWKE: Mfore than one
Royal Commission has severely criticised the
Jack of efficiency and economy in the
methods adopted by this company. How-

ever, the answer to that contention or sug-
gcstion is that the Electricity Commission
would, had it been allowed by the present
Govern ment to do so, most probably line
purchased its coal requirements direct from
Bell Bros. or Wakelamn Bros. at a set con-
tract price per ton. I am fairly sure that
if either ofr those firms had been given
the opportunity to produce coal from an
open-cut on the Black Diamond leases,
for sale to the Commission, they would
have agreed by contract to sell to it at a
price 210 higher than that in the contract
now existing between Bell Bros. and Amal-
gamiated Collieries Ltd. Therefore there
would -not have been the possibility of the
State Electricity Commission itself being the
mining medium. and, as a State instru-
mentality, perhaps allowing expensive and
inefficient methods to creep in-not that I
suggest for one moment 'members of the
Commission would have done that.

From whatever angle this question is
examined it becomes obvious that the con-
sumers; of electric power in this State are
in future going to pay dearly, in pounds,
shillings and pence, for the decision of the
Governminot in taking these leases away
from the State Electricity Commission and(
handing them hack to Amalgamated Col-
lieries Limited. The consumers will not
appreciate the action of the Government in
this matter, especially in the present period
when the prices of so many things are
rising and when everyone in the State

-specially the family man-is finding it
increasingly difficult to balance his domestic
budget. Members of the Government would
not be wise to think that, because they mnade
this decision, the matter is more or less
at an end so far as they are concerned.
They would he even less wise to think that
the only people complaining about the Gov-
ernment's decision are members of the
Opposition in this Parliament.

As time goes on and opportunities; are
given to many of the people concerned to
express an opinion, I think it will he dls-
covered that they decisively condemn the
Government's decision, and feel that the
direct operation of these coal resources by
the State Electr-icity Commission would be
preferable and advisable in order that the
production cost of power generated by the
Commission might be kept at the lowest
possible figure. Although the Government
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aight in its general policy oppose State
enterprise I suggest there are-even to a
Government of the class of the present one
-certain vital undertakings, affecting the
life of the people, that must be protected
in the interests of the population as a
whole.

The Attorney General: We have tried to
do it with the railways, but they have not
proved a great success.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not at
this stage wish to enter into a discussion
on the railways, though I quite understand
why the Attorney General is anxious to get
away from the question now before the
House. If there were to be a thorough
stocktaking of the railway system, especially
in regard to the value it has conferred on
the State in the development of our lands
and the production of agricultural and
mineral wealth, I am sure the railways would
be shown to have thoroughly justified their
existence.

Mr. Marshall: They have paid this State
handsomely.

Hon. A. R. G. UAWE: That is so. It
might well be that a different method of
accountancy must be adopted in the years
of the future. In view of the assurance
given by the Premier to the Leader of the
Opposition and myself that- these papers
would be tabled when the motion was
waved, I do not desire to go further into
the matter at the present stage. After the
papers have been tabled and members have
had opportunity of going thoroughly into
them and studying them in detail, members
of the Opposition, at all events, will reserve
to themselves the right to take such further
action as they might feel is justified.

On motion by Mr. Brand, debate ad-
journed.

BURL-PRICES CONTROIL
Returned from the Council with amend-

mients.

House adjourned at 9.15 p.m.

Thursday, 9th September, 1948.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
ELiECTRICITY SUPPLIES.

As to Loss on Current to Municipalities and
Railwaysv.

Hion. A. THOMSON (without notice)
asked the Honorary Minister for Agri-
culture:.

On the 1st September I asked a
question dealing with electricity supplied by
the Government. Part of the question was
answered, but I also asked if a complete
statement would be obtained from the
Auditor General showing the loss incurred
in sup plying the electricity below cost for
the years 1946, 1947 and 1948 respectively.
Can the Honorary Minister now answer my
question 9

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:.
I discussed this matter with the Minister in

chargve of the Electricity Commission and he
has made representations to the Auditor
General for the report. I understand it
will take a little time to get the information
but the matter will not be overlooked. As
soon as the information is available, it will
be laid on the Table of the House.

GAL VANISED WIRE AND NETTING.
As to Utilisat ion, of Imported Material.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture:

In answering my question No. 1 on Tues-
day, the Houorary Minister advised that of
the 4,000 tons of rods imported, 248 tons


